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Editorial :- 1 


What is Punjabi Suba? is the question often asked of all Punjabies. ‘i } 
In the following pages we have answered the question with clarity and 7 
precision by giving only official texts of representative Sikh bodies ft = 
from their representations submitted to the Govt. of India officially. ea 

As such this book gives the complete and authoritative conception | 


of the Punjabi Suba. 
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From :- 
THE EOUCATIONAL COMMITTEE (Chief Khalsa Diwan), Amritsar. Ag? 
To 


The Chairman, Parliamentary Consultative Committee on Punjabi Suba Demand, 
Lok Sabba, NEW DELHI. 


Subject: Memorandum on the issue of Punjabi Suba. 


Dear Sir, 


In the past seventeen years, many doubts have been raised about the creation of 
the Punjabi Suba. 


In order toclarify the position, this memorandum is being submitted by the 
Educational Committee (C. K. D.) 


We have tried to elucidate in this memorandum the various points which have 
overwhelmed the minds of the common citizens of Punjab all these vears. 


We have brought it out inthe form of routine questions and answers with the 
earnest desire that the committee shall appreciate its formation. 


We take this opportunity to appreciate the statesmanship displayed by the Central 
Govt. in appointing Committee to find out an amicable solution of this thorny problem. 


In nutshell we are of the strong opinion that a constitutional demand of a simple 
nature has been complicated by a commercial Section of Hindus of Jullundur Division, 
who have gone to the most unfortunate extent of disowning their mother-tongue and have 
given a proof of their being arch communalists, and shall sugges: that the immediate 
formation of Punjabi Suba (Unilingual Punjabi Speaking State) will not only go a long 
way in making a stronger India but also pave a way for emotional integration of the 
country and impart an impetus to the newly formed province to grow more food. 


Sd/— Sujinder Singh. Dr. 


Q I. What is Punjabi Suba ? 


It is a State within the Indian Union to be carved out of the present Punjab and 
its adjoining areas, where Punjabi Speaking people live. It 1s based upon the linguistic 
principles which have already been accepted and onthe basis of which the other States 
in India have been carved out. 
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Q. II. Is present Punjab not a Punjabi Suba ? 


No. It consists of two independent bi-lingual areas known as Punjabi Region and 
Hindi Region. 


nai) Q. III. What exactly is the reason that it is required to make two 
states of Punjabi Speaking Region and Hindi Speaking Region ? 


It is because in the present Punjab, the interests of Punjabi Language are not safe 
and due status is not being given to it. 


| of Q. IV. Does not the regional formula satisfy the interests and 
aspirations of Punjabi Language ? 


the Certainly not. Some portions of the Formula have not been enforced at all 
and the other portion is absolutely inadequate to safeguard the interests of Punjabi Language. 
We have already experimented with the Regional Formula and it is a complete failure, 


Q. V. Late Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru had once said that Punjabi is 
r the dominant language of Punjab. Will it satisfy the protagonists of 
Punjabi Suba if the present Punjab is declared as uni-lingual with Punjabi 

us its official language ? 


t 
Certainly not. This is because whereas we do not want any injustice done to us, 
| we do not want to de injustice to anybody else. It will be a gross injustice to make Bio 
Punjabi as official language of Hariana which is a purely Hindi Speaking area. 


Q VI. Is the demand not anti-national ? 


How can it be anti-national when the very same principle of linguistic demarcation 
of provinces has been accepted all over India? It is the resolution of the Congress 
Working Committee, passed in Lahore Session, which was presided over by late Pt. 
Jawahar Lal Nehru. 


Q. VII. is the demand not anti-national when the Pakistan is 
supporting it from the radio every day ? 


Pakistan is simply exploiting the gross injustice done to the Punjabi speaking area. 
Concede the demand immediately lest it should take out wind from the Pakistani 
propaganda. 
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Q. VIII. Is the demand anti-constitutional ? 


It is a cent-per-cent constitutional demand. Punjabi has been declared as one of 
the 14 national languages in the constitution itself. Asking fora state on linguistic prin- 
ciples which has already been enforced all over India, is, therefore, a constitional 
demand. 


Q. IX. Willit not amount to the partition of the present Punjab 
and the country ? 


The use of the world ‘Partition’ is very wrong in this context. Punjabi Suba 
is not going out of India but is to remain within the Indian Union as the other provinces 
are. So many times adjustments in the boundaries of the provinces have UESn made and 
this is just another adjustment in boundaries. 


Q. X. Will it not be a very small province ? 


No. It would still be bigger in area than Kerala, West Bengal etc. Its population 
will be one crore which is “5 times more than that of Nagaland and 24 times more than 
that of Kashmir. 


Q. XI. Will it be an economic unit ? 


Yes. It is a self-sufficient and viable unit both in agriculture and industry. A major 
part of the revenue (of the present state of Punjab) is being derived from the area of con- 
templated Punjabi Suba. 


Q. XII. Will it not effect the economy of the present Punjab which 
is mostly based upon the canal taken out of Bhakra Dam ? 


Certainly not. The canal from Bhakra Dam is not irrigating Punjab alone. Its 
waters are divided between Punjab and Rajasthan, who are meeting the cost jointly. In 
the event of creation of the Punjabi Suba, the water andthe cost of canal should be 
shared between Punjabi Suba, Hariana and Rajasthan. 


Q. XIHI. Will it not bea big loss to Punjabi Suba if the newly 
coming up industrial townships E.G. Faridabad, Sonepat, Panipat in the 
Hariana region are Taken away ? 


We are not against the prosperity of the people of the Hariana Region, who 
are our brothers. We want to live and let others live. Many more industries are coming up 
and will come up in Funjabi Suba, because the people living in Punjabi Region are born 
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enterprising and the climate is such that hard-work can be done by which the prosperity of 
the State would be natural. At the time of the partition of the country and the Punjab pro- 
vince, it was doubted if the Punjab will be a self sufficient prosperous unit, but today the 
per-eapita income of Punjab is the highest in the country. 


Q XIV. Will not a small state on the border of the country 
endanger its security ? 


No. Because primarily the defence of the country is being done by the army which 
is free to move all over India. Secondly the present conflict beween the Punjabi Region 
andthe Hindi Region willend andthe Punjabi Region will be able to defend its entire 
terrilory in order to safeguard the frontiers of the country. Even in the present conflict 
with Pakistan, it were the brave people of Punjabi speaking area who have kept up the 
morale ofthe country andthe forces and also helpedin rounding up the paratroopers. 
Not a single person of the Punjabi speaking area left the border and ean still be seen 
cultivating his land right up to the border of Pakistan. Lastly the Punjabi Suba will not 
be smaller than Tripura and Manipur etc. who are onthe border with the East Pakistan. 


It has always been the considered opinion of many parliamentarians that a homo- 
geneous, compact, well-knit and non-controversial frontier province is always better 
forthe defence of the country thanan unwieldy huge province deficient in any of the 
four merits detailed above. 


Q. XV. [sit not a communal demand ? 


Centainty not. There is not denying the fact that it is only the Sikhs who are vigorous- 
ly pursuing the demand but that will not make it communal because asking for a linguistic 
province isa natural, rightful and constituional demand of everyone. It should be seen 
as to who opposes it; itis the Punjabi Hindu alone with his vested-interests. Asking for 
a Punjabi Suba is not a communal demand; rather opposition to it is communal, which is 
the duty of the rest of che Indians to curb and condemn. 


— Q XVI. Are maiority of the Punjabis not in favour of the Punjabi 
Suba ? 


It has been falsely propagated that only 30 percent of the present Sikh population 
efthe Panjabis asking for the Punjabi Suba, whereas 70 percent Hindus are opposing it. 
In the 70 percent opposition, the entire population of Hindi speaking area is also taken into 
account and that is wrong basis. It is only the people of the Punjabi Speaking Region who 
have to decide for themselves whether they want a Punjabi Speaking State or not. All the 
political parties of the Punjabi Speaking Region such as Akali, Swatantra, P.S.P., 
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Communist etc. excepting the communal parties like Arya Samaj and Jan Sangh have 
favoured the creation of the Punjabi Speaking State. 


Q. XVII. Will it not be a Sikh State ? 


Sikhs will at the most form about 50 percent of the population but that will not 
make it a Sikh State. If we have to think in such terms then other States in India except 
Kashmir are Hindu States and Kashmiris a Muslim State. Such a way of thinking is 
against the spirit of secularism, and represent the perverted thinking of the diseased 
mind. ; 


Q. XVIII. If it is not a Sikh State then how some Sikh leaders say 
that Punjabi Suba will safeguard the interests of Sikhs ? 


In the Punjabi Suba, Sikh population will be about 50 percent as against 30 percent at 
present. Naturally they will have an equal say in the affairs of the State which is not the 
Case at present. Moreover. the real purpose is to safeguard the interests of the Punjabi 
language. 


Q. X X. Can congress depend upon the Sikhs helping the congress 
in forming the congress Ministry as itis at present ? 


Sikhs are a religious group and not a political party. Every Sikh isfree to join any 
party or join any political organisation he likes. At present Sikhs are found in Congress, 
Communist, P.S.P., Swatantra, etc. etc. Parties. In the Punjabi Suba of tomorrow only 
that political party will rule which hasa better programme and who wins the confidence of 
the population whether Sikhs or Hindus. 


~Q. XX. Why do the Punjabi Hindus oppose the creation of Punjabi 
Suba ? 


It is all based on the vested interests which the organisations like Arya Samaj and 
Jan Sangh have. They are narrow minded and their thinking is communal and they consi- 
der Sikhs to be separate from Hindus—FEven in the terms of the percentage of Hindus and 
Sikhs, Hindus of Punjabi Speaking Region with the help of the Hindus of Hindi Speaking 
Region want to dominate the Sikhs politically. Secondly it isa linguistic question and the 
Punjabi Hindu is a Hindi-fanatic, just as he wants Hindi to dominate other languages like 
Bengali, Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, Gujratietc. etc., he wants Hindi to dominate Punjabi. In 
the present Punjab, Punjabi language does not enjoy its due status so much so that the All 
India Radio, Jullundur, functioning in the heart of the Punjabi Region announcesall its 
programmes not tn Punjabi which is the language of the Region, but in Hindi. 
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lave 
Q. XXI. Will it satisfy the protagonists of the Punjabi Suba and 

will they forego their demand if due safeguards are given for the protecticn 
of the Punjabi language ? 

Not . 

0 No. It is because during the last 18 years, we have tried all make-shift solutions and 

ei formulae and they have all failed to protect the interests of the Punjabi language. Now we 

wi will not bz satisfied with any assurances or safeguards. Just like the rest of the [ndia, we 
want the linguistic province for Punjabi langu age. 

r Q XXII. Do you think fast and ‘eninio(atiOe by Sant Fateh Singk ji 
is a threat and contrary to democratic principles ? 

; No. Sant Fateh Singh is a religious type of man who loves all human-beings, irres- 
: pective of religion, caste and creed. His support for Punjabi Suba is for the sake of justice 
to the Punjabi language. His demand being true, he has only tried to exert moral-pressure 
bi 


on the consciousness of those bigots who refused tosee justice and truth. His fast and 
immolation is certainly not a threat, justas Mahatma Gandhi’s fasts were never meant as 
$3 threats. 


Q. XXHI. Mahatma Gandhi’s fasts were against the foreign 


' Government. But now itis our own Government. Dou’t you think that 
5, the fasts in the present context are undemocratic ?. M3. 
y 


It is not necessary that majority is alwaysin the right. Sometime a majority drunk 
with its power can be more brute than a dictator. In such circumstances question of changing 
the opinion of the majority does not arise and the only way left is to appeal to their concious- 
ness by exerting moral influence ina non-violent way. The fast of Sant Fateh Singh and 

his followers is quite indicative that even in the worst day of agitation for Punjabi Suba 

when more than 55,000 persons went into jails, despite all illegal and unjust provocations 
there was not a single instance of violence. Letit be known to everyone that the demand 
for Punjabi speaking State is based upon the principles which are just and truthful and 
until this demand is met and injustice to Punjabi language is removed, there is not going 


to be any peace in Punjab. Absence of peace is absence of prosperity. At the same time 
: disturbances in the border province will not be in the larger interests of the security of the 
" country. 


Q. XXIV. Will there be large scale migration of Hindus if Punjabi 
Suba is created ? 


Why should there arise any question of Hindus leaving the Punjabi Suba. Punjabi 
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Suba belongs to everyone whether, Hindus, Sikhs, Muslims or Christians. Such a way of 
thinking can belong to a rabid communalist. If Punjabi Hindu forming 50 percent of the 
population of the Punjabi Suba cannot live with the Sikhs or the rest of the population, 
then how can they expect the 30 precent of the Sikhs population to live under the domination 
of 70 percent Hindu population of the present Punjab. Such a way of thinking is foreign 
to all ideas of secularism and will not lead to winning the confidence of minorities or 


emotional integration. 


©. XXV. Will Punjabi Suba secede from India & either form an 
independent state or join Pakistan ? 


This is a baseless fear. How can a province secede from India unless and until the 
authority of the Central Government becomes Zero. The question of secession does not 
arise at all. 


Q. XXVI. Will the conceding of the demand of Punjabi Suba not 
lead to the balconization of the country or lead tosimilar demand by 
Muslims and Christians or other such groups ? 


The entire conception of the question is wrong, and misleading. Punjabi Suba is 
not a demand for a Sikh State and as such a question of other minorities like Muslims 
and Christians demanding such States does not arise. As already stated above, it is 
purely a linguistic demand. Sikhs are firm believers in secularism; if they wanted a Sikh 
State they could have done so at the time of partition of the country in 1957, when they were 
@ party to the partition alongwith the Hindus and Muslims. Sikhs are patriots of the 
first order and they opted for India at a tremendous cost to their men and property and 
the religious places left in Pakistan. 


The question also say that creation of another State within the Union of India 
ead to balconization. The use of the word ‘“‘balconization” is unfortunate; balconization 
means creation of an independent country which is not the question here. We want a 
State within the Indian Union. With the creation of the Punjabi Suba, the total number 
of States in India will be 14, which, considering the area and population of India, is not 
much. The United States of America has 52 States and is not atallin any way weakened 
by the creation of so many States. 

Yours faithfully, 
Sd/— DR. SUJINDER SINGH 
Honorary Secretary, Educational Committee, 
No. 8232-8271/65 (Chief Khalsa Diwan), Amritsar. 
Dated. 1-11-1965. 
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From:- The Hon. Sacretary, Chief Khalsa Diwan, Amritsar. 


To, The Chairman, Parliamentary Committee on Punjabi Suba Demand, 
Lok Sabha, New Delhi. 


Sub: SIKH GRIEVANCES 
Dear Sir, 

The Chief Khalsa Diwan welcomes the formation of Three Member Cabinet 
Sub-Committee and Parliamentary Consultative Committee set up under you to reconsider 
the Punjabi Suba Demand and grievances of the Sikh Community. Timely decision of 
the government to institute the aforesaid committees shows that they are sincerely seized of 
the prevalent critical situation. 


As tie oldest organisation of the Sikhs, the Chief Khalsa Diwan considered it 
to be its duty to bring to the notice of the Goveinment the discrimination against the 
Punjabi Language and has therefore already submitted their memorandum on the Punjabi 
Suba Demand to you. 


The Sikh grievances are almost as serious a case if not more serious than the 
Punjabi Suba Demand. It is more than 18 years since the country became indererdent. 
To win its independence the Sikhs, although a minority, just 2 percent of the population, 
made supreme sacrifices, so that 

Out of 121 who kissed the gallows throughout India 93 were Sikhs and 


Out of 2,646 deported for life for the liberation of the country 2,146 were 
Sikhs. 


They did so as true patriots to throw away the British yoke to lead a life as 
honourable citizens of Independen: India However after Independence the treatment that 
they have received not »1ly from the majority community specially the Arya Samajists but 
also from the Central and State governments has created a fear in their minds that they are 
out to exterminate them. To wipe out a minority, the treatment by a ruling majority ranges 
from crude forms of massacre and mass expulsions to more refined and seemingly innocent 
methods of which the most popular is the slow annihilation of their language and their 
culture. The spiritand morale infused by the Ten Gurus into the Sikhs is so strong that 
we trust no-body can exterminate this community from the earth. Alongwith this spirit 
wo have also been taught to fight for our rights. It is this spirit of struggle that makes 
the Sikhs good soldiers in the battle-field, good satyagrahies as non-violent sufferers and 
the pioneer fighters to win and maintain independence ofthe country. No wonder that 
they will not tolerate being treated as second rate citizens in their own country for whose 
independence they made a grim struggle and shed their blood, 


Below I give some of the grievances the Sikh community has beea suikrin3 during 
the last so many years since Independence :— 
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1. Denia) toform unilinguistic Punjabi Speaking State. 


Tne case has been dealt with separately in detail inthe memorandum submitted 
here-to-fore. The Sikhs feel more for the Punjabi Language just because a majority of 
them reside in this area and have Punjabi as their mother tongue; also because the Sikh 
scriptures are mostly in Punjabi in Gurmukhi script, the accepted and time-honoured 
script of the Punjabi language. 


2. Step motherly treatment of the Punjabi language and its 
script. 


A census of Hindus and Sikhs aged above 50 who occupied united 2?unjab in the 
North 21d North West of Ghaggar almost allof whom have now migrated to India, will 
show that 90 percent of the literate among them could read and write Punjabiin Gurmukhi 
script. Since Independence efforts bythe antagonistsof Punjabi have been made to 
dissuade its study and thus to exterminate this language and its script through manoeuvers 
through the Government as per efforts through the GOOD RELATIONS COMMITTEE. 
Even now efforts are being made to give one common ‘script to all the languages in India. 
Scmething forthe Punjabi language was done through implementations of a clause of 
the Regional Formula during S. Partap Singh Kairon’s ministry but we regret to point 
out that the Punjab Government Circular No. 3086-ILg-65/6098 dated 24-4-65 has again 
undone most of it. . 


3. Sikh traditions in defence forces. 


During British regime no Sikhin Defence Forces was allowed to shave off. The 


British rulers realised that religious discipline vould foster and support Military disciplire. 


After Iniependence promotions are usually given, though surreptiously, to such officers 
as shave off or atleast trim their beards. The Sikhs feel that this is being intentionally 
done by some people in power just to finish the present form of Sikhism so that slowly 
and slowly the Sikhs may be reabsorbed among Hindus. When a complaint is made, the 
excuse is that India is a secular state andthe Government cannot compel any body for 
religious observance. The Government of India before Independence was also secular 
and no religion had any preference over the other, then why cannot this small request of 
Sikhs be accepted ? 

In Defence Forces when aclean shaven Hindu does not shave for a couple of days 
the officer tells him that he is “NOT PROPERLY DRESSED’. The Sikhs desire, and it 
is quite clear from the looks, that ifaSikh trims his beard he should also be stigmatised 
as “NOT PROPERLY DRESSED”. Acceptance of this small request of the Sikhs will 
goalong way to satisfy them. Also we request that soldiers and officers of all religions 


it, 
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should be strictly ordered to maintain their own religious discipline because tbis and 
military discipline go together. 


4. Discrimination regarding publicity of Sikh Sacrifices in Defence 
Forces. 


After conflict with China a film ‘“Haquiqat’ was prepared and the Punjab 
Government contributed rupees one Lac for it. How deplorable that no Sikh Forces 
are shown in it eccept one Sikh taking wine. ‘This is just to ridicule the Sikh Community 
and to undermine their sacrifices in the conflict against China. 


We have recently cometo know that some documentary films of our soldiers in 
action against Pakistan are being taken even now but even for these film, non-Sikh soldiers 
are being selected. The news papers also while publishing pictures of jawans and officers, 
do notdo justice to the Sikhs. Whetheritis due to some authorities in the Defence 
Department. who are incharge of this publicity or it is left to the papers or journalists, we 
are not sure. But, feel that inspite of the devoted Sikh sacrifices, we are being relegated 
to the back ground. 


5. Some months ago Shm. Sushila Nayyer a Central minister, spoke in a function 
organised by Sikhs in Delhi that the custom of wearing long hair and beards bas come to 
stay among Sikhs just because in old days during war there were no barbers at hand. This 
minister calls herself to be the descendent of one of the Gurus soit isnot possible thata 
learned woman like her did not know how the tenth Guru baptised the Sikhs and gave 
them the present form of a perfect man. This shows what there isin the minds of such like 
ministers. 


6. In Bihar about two years back some arrogant high Hindu officers forcibly 
shaved off the beard of a Sikh driver but no punishment has been given to them 


7. Statue of Shaheed Bhagat Singh. 


The Hindus specially the Jan Sangh and Arya Samajists of the Punjab and Delhi 
have been making efforts to depict Shaheed Bhagat Singh as a non- Sikh in his statue. One 
such statue has already been put up at Jullundur. The Diwan has proved through a_photo- 
stat copy of the Blitz dated 26-3-49 showing the picture of Shaheed Bhagat Singh with long 
hair and beard just before he was hanged that he died as a full fledged Sikh although as a 
matter of expediency he had to shave off earlier to go underground. 


8. Sikhs and New Lands in U. P. and Rajasthan. 


Our country is deficit in food. The Sikhs being the best farmers and strong labourers 
cleared jungles and deserts in Terai (U.P.) and Sri Ganga Nagar Distt. (Rajasthan) infested 
with snakes and wild ferocious animals. After years ofiabour they converted them into 
surplus areas. The U. P. Government passed ‘‘Land Eviction and Recovery of Damages 
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Act’ just toevict the Sikhs from that land. The Government of Rajasthan we understand 
are making alaw defining one Acre of Land as that piece which would yield ten maunds 
of wheat. Can there be any greater injustice than this that Sikhs should be deprived of 


Land just because they can produce bumper crops? Wecan say with confidence that if: 


the Central Government gives good ample uncultivated land to the Sikh farmers of the 
Punjab in different states of India, they would make India surplus in food grains within 
two years and we will be able to defy all countries of the world and not go with a begging 
bowl for P. L. 480. 


9. Objectionable matter in books. 


Here we bring to your notice a Hindi Novel (Avarn), by Mr. Guru Datt and an 
article in Hindustan Weekly (Hindi) Sunday Edition dated Delhi 95-65. We complained 
to the Govt. and after months we received areply thatno action could be taken against 
the writer or the publishers. They ridicule the Sikhs and their way of life but the Government 
officers do not feel it. Do they want that the Sikhs should agitate like the Muslim agitation 
on Holy Hair relic ? 


Books of History used in Schools in several states of India have given very wrong 
and damaging versions regarding Sikh Gurus and Sikh history so many times. We have 
to make efforts to get them corrected sometimes after years of labour. 


10 Jhatka meat. 


Every-body knows that Sikhs are forbidden to take Halal meat of animals killed 
in Muslim way. For the last so many years we have been writing to the Railway Ministry for 
' provisions to be made for Jhatka meat in Dining Car, Hotels and restaurants attached to 
the railways but to no effect. Although this the most scientific method of preparing meat 
accepted and prevalent all over the world yet no body has so far Jistened and Halal meat 
is still served in Railways. : 


11. At Paonta Sahib in Himachal Pradesh so many Sikhs were murdered, and the 
Gurdwara and the Holy Volume of Sri Guru Granth Sahib were desecrated. The authorities 
manipulated the case in such a way that the Sikh grievance was not at all redressed. 


12. Last year and even so many times before, sacred volumes of Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib were set fire to in Gurdwaras. To desecrate to the Gurdwaras and tanks attached to 
them cigarettes have been thrown so manytimes. There have been several instances when 
long hair of Sikh boys have been cut off while asleep outdoors. All this takes place just to 
bring home to the Sikhs they are second rate citizens and that the major community as well 
as the Government has scant respect for that. 
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13. Universities in the Punjab. 


Before partition it was so manipulated that the Arya Samajists had their sway in 
the management of the Punjab University at Lahore. After Independence things were so 
managed that the Sikhs could not have any voice in the Punjab University, Chandigarh. Our 
efforts to have say in university affairs was in vain. Although Punjabi University is parti- 
cularly meant for the promotion of Punjabi yet rules have been so framed with the help or 
connivance of the Punjab Goverment that the Sikhs have very little say here as well. The 
result is that there is very little development and progress in this University as compared 
with the Kurukshetra University. The University affairs and the rules of management need 
a probe. 


These are justa few but important grievances. We have genuine hopes that the 
Government of India will be asked to take such action that such grievances are redressed for- 
ever. 


Yours faithfully, 
Sd/— SANT SINGH 
Honorary Secretary, Chief Khalsa Diwan, Amritsar. 


Memorandum 


The Chairman, 
Parliamentary Consultative Committee on Punjabi Suba Demand 
Lok Sabha, NEW DELHI. 


Dear Sir, 


This memorandum is submitted on behalf of the Chief Khalsa Diwan, Amritsar 
giving the views of this organisation on the Punjabi Suba Demand. 


The Punjab lost its independence after the Chelianwala war against the British in 
1847. The Khalsa Darbar rule in the Punjab during the life and after Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh, although a Sikh monarchy, was in practice and effect a Nationalist secular 
Government comprising of Ministers from ail the communities Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs. 
It is in the wake of these Nationalist feelings, aroused at the less of Independence of the 
Punjab specially in the hearts of the Sikh intelligentsia about two decades after, that they 
thought of organising themselves and thus save the country and the community. The 
Chief Khalsa Diwan was thus organised in 1902 by the merger of two such organisations 
formed earlier. 


x 
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To make efforts for the progress of Punjabi and to encourage its study in Gurmukhi 
script was included in the fundamental objectives of this organisation. Ever since, the 
Diwan has been making constitutional efforts for its progress. Durjng the Brithish rule one 
of the major demands of the Chief Khalsa Diwan was that ‘Punjabi should be the Official 
Language of the Province.” This demand was made with nationalist views so that the 
mother tongue of the Punjab might be given the position that it rightly deserved. 
Unfortunately this was opposed by the Muslim majority who, due to communal feelings, 
wanted Urdu to continue. 


After Independence also the Chief Khalsa Diwan has been continuously supporting 
the Punjabi Language to be the Official Language of the Punjab. However, as the 
Hariana people had a different language akin to Hindi, and they did not like Punjabi to 
be thrust upon them .as official Language of the Punjab, the Chief Khalsa Diwan 
gave its unstinted support to the Punjabi Suba movement on the basis of a unilingual 
State. 


During British rule in India the boundaries of different States were fixed 
accidentally by conquest or as they suited their administrative convenience on account 
of political exigencies. The Montague Chelmford Report 1918 examined to suggestion for 
the formation of provinces on Linguistic or Racial Basis so that the business of Legislation 
might be carried out in vernacular and the Government could draw upon intelligenetsia not 
acquainted with English. 


In 1930 the Indian Statutory Commission again considered the question of 
redistribution of Provinces and observed that if compact unilingual and financially viable 
provinces could be set-up, the use of common language would be a strong natural basis for 
provincial individuality. 


Congress pledges for Unilingual States. 


The Indian National Congress supported the principle of Linguistic Provinces as 
early as 1950 when it supported the demand for the annulment of the partition of Bengal 
which divided the Bengali Speaking people into two units. 


In 1920 the Indian National Congress amended its constitution in favour of 
Linguistic. Provinces and in its Nagpur Session it accepted the Linguistic redistribution of 
provinces as a clear political objective. In 1927 the All India Congress resolved in favour 
of redistribution of provinces on linguistic basis to begin with Andhra, Sindh etc., etc. 


In 1928 the Nehru Committee of the All Parties Conference lent its powerful 
support to the principle of Linguistic Provinces in the following words :— 
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i “Ifa province has to educate itself and do its daily work through the medium 
le of its own language, it must necessarily be a linguistic area. If it happened to 
ie be a polyglot area, difficulties will continuously arise and the media of instruc- 
| tion and werk will be two or even more languages. Hence it becomes more 
i desirable for provinces to be regrouped on a linguistic basis. Language as a rule 
J corresponds with a special variety of culture, of traditions and literature. Ina 
s linguistic area all these factors will help in the general progress of the province’’ 
(Page 62 of Nehru Committee Report) 
i In the Lahore Session in 1929 presjded over by Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, the 
¢ assurance was repeated to the people in the following words :— 
‘This Congress assures the Sikhs, Muslims and other minorities that no solution 
f thereof in any future Constitution will be acceptable to the Congress what 
would not give full satisfaction to the parties concerned.” 
The Congress in its Resolution of 1937 relating to fundamental rights had reiterated 
f its faith in Linguistic Redistribution of Provinces in the following words :— 
f “The main purpose of the creation of linguistic States is that the culture, 
! language and script of the minorities and of the linguistic area shall be 
It protected.” 
In 1945-46 in its Election Manifesto the Congress reiterated the view that adminis- a 
f trative units should be constituted as far as possible on Linguistic and Cultural basis. 
e 2 
‘i Upto 1947 before the Congress Party got the positions of pelf and power in the ms 
Government, they had been giving clear and unambiguous assurances to the people that in 
setting up the future pattern of Provinces and States in Independent India, they would 
satisfy the Liguistic and religious minorities. How deplorable that most of the members 
: of the Punjab Congress Legislative Party are now opposing the Punjabi Suba Demand just 
f for fear of losing their positions in the Government and Legislature. They little feel any 
pangs of conscience that they are breaking the pledges given by their party ancestors who 
sacrificed their allfor the Independence of the country. Mahatma Gandhi probably 
f visualized this deeay when he proposed to disband the Al! India Congress after it had 
if achieved its goal of getting Independence of the country. 


{n “The Harijan” of Nov. 2, 1947 Mahatma Gandhi wrote that after Independence, 

the first step in administration should be Linguistic redistribution of Provinces. This he 

1 repeated in its issue dated 30-1!-47 that since Linguistic Reorganisation was desirable from 
every point of view, all delay in carrying out the project should be avoided. 
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In 1946 Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru had expressed as follows :— 


““Re-distribution of provincial boundaries was essential and inevitable. | stand 
for semi-autonomous units as well. If the Sikhs desire to function as sucha 
unit, | should like them to have semi-autonomous unit within the Province, sO 
that they may have a sense of freedom.” 


In its memorandum to the Boundary Commission in 1947 with a view to save as 
much of Eastern Punjab from Pakistan as possible, the Congress had given the following 
reasons :— 


“It is therefore essential as much to the peace of the two divisions of the 
Punjab as to the protection of Sikh cultureand solidarity that it should not be 
divided and that as many of them as is feasible be brought into the Eastern Part 
of the province.” 


It was mainly on this argument that the district of Gurdaspur and Patti Tehsil of 
Lahore district were added tothe East Pakistan after the tentative division of India and 
Pakistan had already been made. 


To the Convention on Linguistic and Cultural States held in Delhi on 8-12-46 Dr. 
Patabhi Sitaramayya in the Presidential address pleaded that, ‘‘Constitution of Provinces 
must be such as to present necessary homogeniety of language and culture.” Speaking 
about Punjab at the same Convention, he observed: “An equally interesting question arises 
since the claim put forward by Ambala Division in the Punjab, which at one time belonged 
to the U. P., but was subjected to the penalty, after the Mutiny of 1857, of being linked to 
the Punjab, Even to-day students of the Hariana Districts of the Ambala Division are 
pointed out in Lahore as Hindustanis as against the people of the rest of the Punjab, who are 
Punjabis. The vast tract of country lying oneither side of the Jumna including the present 
border of Delhi is desired to be made into a separate provinee for reasons of culture and 
language.” 


Inspite of the views of Pt. Jawahar Lai Nehru and Dr. Patabhi Sitaramayya as 
quoted ab >ve, the report of the J. V. P. Committee that the question of Linguistic States in 
Northern India should not be considered whatever its merits was naturally taken by the 
Sikhs as a sign of suspicion and distrust against them. This fear of the Sikhs was further 
strengthened when soon after their migration from West Punjab to East Punjab Sri C. L. 
Trivedi, the then Governor of Punjab, in October 47 issued a secret note to the Administrative 
Heads of All the Districts of the Punjab warning them to keep watch over the Sikhs whom 
he called habitual criminals. These and other such incidents like the passing of “U.P. Land 
Eviction and Recovery of Damages Act” with the object of evicting a large population 
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of Sikh Refugees who had settledin Terai Area and with their hard labour of years had 
converted it into the granary of U. P., suppression of two big morchas by the Sikhs in 1956 
and 1960 in which following the foot-steps of Mahatma Gandhi remaining non-violent they 
had sent 17,000 and 57,000 men and women behind the bars, further aggravated their fears. 
We feel that either the Central Government suspected the Sikhs for just being on the border 
contiguous to West Pakistan or they were afraid that like Kerala the Congress party might 
lose a strong-hold in the Punjab. We hope that the first of two i.e. their suspicion 
and distrust must have been fully removed by the sacrifices of the Sikhs in 1962 against 
China and recently in defending their mother-land against Pakistani aggression. This 
suspicion about their faithfulness to the country was the greatest slur on the Sikhs, for a 
Sikh has never been anything but a patriot. To win independence for the country, out of 
12). who sacrificed their lives, 93 were Sikhs and, out of 2,646 who were deported for life for 
the same cause as many as 2,146 were Sikhs. Outof those massacred in the Jallianwala 
Bagh 739/1300 were Sikhs. The second reason we suppose should not weigh with experienced 
statemen and true lovers of the country. 


Punjabi Suba demand is not communal. 


Demand for Punjabi Suba is a demand ofthe Punjabi Speaking masses. The 
Swatantra Party, the Communist Party, the Parja Socialists, the Republican Party and so 
many Congressites have either made this demand or are backing it. All other 13 languages 
have States reorganised on linguistic basis where those languages and language groups 
can flourish. Then why deny this constitutional demand of the Punjabi Speaking people ?. 
We do not ask the reorganisation on communa! basis but we cannot tolerate the supremacy 
of afew, moneyed, arch-communal, Arya Samajists of the Punjabi Region who oppose 
it just to continue their exploitation of the masses. 


From the facts and references given heretofore as also the formation of S. R. 
Commission and the reorganisation of different provincesin India on its recommendaticn 
is enough to show that formation of a unilingual State is very essential for the development, 
progress and education of the people. It was on this account that the All India Congress 
had been supporting it eversince 1920. TheS R.Commission was formed in 1953 but it 
did not do justice to the Puniab. In North India Punjab is the only bilingual State. 
According to George Grierson, who is considered to be an authority on languages in India, 
the area of Uniied Punjab in the North of the river Ghaggar is Punjabi Speaking Area. 
The area South of Ghaggar also known as Hariana Prant was included in the administrative 
Province of Punjab by the British as a punishment to the Haryanvis for opposing the 
British during 1857 mutiny. Pattabhi Sitaramyya’s words quoted in previous pages 
support this view. The Census Report of India 1891 page 264 para 232 says that, 
‘Punjabi Language is spoken by 3/5 of the people of this province.” 


Prof. Dr. Haraam Singh Shao 
Principal Vioject Lovestzater 
U.GC. Keseaich Po ject an Sixhisas 
605. Secion 16, Cuandigarh. 
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To illustrate the above we give below the facts and figures from the Census Repert 
of India in 1931. 


!. Number of Papers and Magazines in the Punjab Language-wise :— 


Year English Punjabi Hindi 
191! 25 17 9 
1921 45 27 13 
193] 81 56 24 
2. Books printed in Punjab year-wise from 1922 to 1931 :-- 

Year English Punjabi Hindi 
1922 200 966 101 
1923 271 894 156 
1924 247 670 131 
1925 212 609 183 
1926 228 838 156 
1927 206 606 185 
1928 265 712 165 
1929 287 775 214 
1930 197 582 130 
1931 182 586 126 


A publication by the Government ofIndiain about 1954 ‘‘Indiain Maps’’ gives 
language-wise number of papers and magazines in Punjab as below :— 


English Punjabi Hindi Others 
DAILIES 2 6 1 
WEEKLIES - 28 16 
MONTHLIES 18 20 11 ] 


In “THE FACTS ABOUT PEPSU” published by the Pepsu Government on 
15th July 1953, the number of papers and magazines in Pepsu is as below :— 


English Punjabi Hindi Others 
DAILIES = 2 = 
WEEKLIES - 17 - 
MONTHLIES - 2 I I 


Tat Punjabi is a living and vigorous language and a language of the people in the 
North Western Punjab, is clear from the above as well as from the publications of the 
Punjabi Department of Pepsu. This Department has counted about 1,500 Punjabi writers 
who tried co enrich this language during the last one century. Research Scholars on the 
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Janguage like Dr. Mohan Singh (Tribune March 1, 1954) have clearly shown that Gurmukhi 
sclipt of the Punjabi Language is much older than tl.e Devnagri script and during the ages 
it has been derived from the Brahmi script. Recent findings have also proved the above. 


Punjabi is and has been from days remote the language of the strong and stalwart 
Punjabees. The force and vigour of the language has shown its effect in the very character 
of the people who speak it. During the Chinese aggression in 1962 and recent Pakistani 
aggression the Punjabee jawans have shown again that they are really the sword-arm of 
India. The grit, bravery, stamina anc perseverence that they have shown is their heritage 
and the Punjabi Language and Punjabi atmosphere have a big part to play inculcating these 
qualities in them. If you kil} this language, or curb their love for the Punjab as a unilingual 
State, you break the sword-arm of India. 


To save the Punjabi Language there wasa Punjabi Suba Morcha in 1955. This 
ended in the Ceutral Government’s Regional Formula. Although this Formula was most un- 
satisfactory. yet it was never sincerely implemented. The result was another and much bigger 
Morcha in 1960-61. The organisers sent about 57,000 persons behind the bars. So many 
lost their lives and ruined their property. The Government thought that they had won the 
battle but you cannot curb the spirit of the people by oppression and repression. 


Before 1947 the Muslims opposed the demand for Punjabi while after Independence 
the Urban Arya Samajists began to oppose it just because they were in favour of Hindi on 
account of their communal feelings. The language of the people forming Hariana Prant in 
the South East of river Ghaggar has been Bagri which is more akin to Hindi. They do not 
want the Punjabi should be forced upon them. [t is therefore very reasonable that they 
demand a separation fromthe Punjab to which they were bound by the British as a 
punitive measure. The communal! feelings shown by the Urban Arya Samajists of the 
Punjabi Region are of the worst sort. They have been born, bred and brought up 
in the Punjabi Speaking Area throughout their life. Some of the older people cannot speak 
a single sentence of Hindi and yet at the time of Census they declared their mother tongue 
to be Hindi, They are resorting to this rank communalism just to oppose the formation of 
Punjabi Suba so that they may continue exploiting the simple Punjabi farmers and labourers. 
This money-lending capitalist class having access to press and politicians with the help of 
ill-gotten money have been manoeuvring their supremacy in the Punjabi Region. 


Punjabi hasbeen mostly the language of masses. That is why the masses of the 
Punjabi Region are out to support it. For their determination, their chivalry and martial 
spirit they owe so much to the Punjabi Language and its bold and effective way of 
expression. When the elder brother, the Hindu Community tried to throttle the mother 
(Punjabi), the younger brother (the Sikhs) had to come to her rescue. It is their patriotism 
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forthe State andits mother tongue Punjabithat they have made supreme sacrifices 
to get for it the status that it deserves. The part played by the community who 
disowned their mother tongue is treachery for the State as well as for the language that 
they learned with their mother’s milk. 


How sad that States all over India have been reorganised on language basis. and even 
new States as never existed before have been formed separately for Telagu, Tamil. Malaylam 
etc, but it is height of injustice that Punjabi Language has been denied a separate 
State where it may flourish and prosper and imbue its people wich its martial spirit. Like 
Russia we wantin India unity with diversity of languages. It will be highly communal 
if the Arya Samajists who have always been opposing the Sikhs and masses in the Punjab 
would try to stifle the Punjabi Language by opposing the formation of the Punjabi Suba. 


TWO SEPARATE CULTURES. 


The remarks of S. R. Commission thatin the Hariana and the Punjabi Suba areas 
there is no difference of culture, is absolutely wrong. The traditions, the language, the 
way of talking, the old superstitions, the ways of eating, the food, the systems of marriages 
and even the clothing of the men and women are quite different, so much so that our 
folk dances and folk songs are absolutely different. No where in the Bagri area will you 
find dance like ‘Kikli’, ‘Gidha’, and ‘Bhangra’. Songs like Mahya’, ‘Dhola’, long tune of 
Hir Ra jha, music of Mirza and singing of ‘Vars‘ (epic poems) with Dhad Sarangi which are 
particularly Punjabi are conspicuous by their absence in Hindi Region because the two 
cultures are quite different. Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramaya’s words quoted above are ample 
proof of it. People of the Punjabi Region cannot understand what the villagers of Rohtak 
and Gurgaon speak and vice versa. Then why keep them bound together against 
their will ? 


ECONOMIC VIABILITY. 


The economy of a State is very muchtied down to theeconomy of the Union of 
India. Inthe larger sense of the word eventhe Indian Union as a whole may not be 
viable and self-sufficient. Moreover economic viability of a State has never been made a 
condition to its linguistic reorganisation. However, we maintain that the Punjabi Suba 
will not only be a viable but a surplus state. The East Punjab which before partition used 
to depend on the Western Part of the united Punjab, has since become a surplus state 
in cereals, oil seeds, cotton and other crops of daily consumption. Much of it depends 
upon the Punjabi Region and the Punjabi displaced persons who after 1947 settled in 
so many districts of the East Punjab. 


According to Government figures, in 1947-48 East Punjab had a deficit of 35,000 
tons of food while in 1958-59 the same East Punjab gave a surplus of [,20,000 tons in 
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wheat. Thus 1960-61 target of second Five Year Plan was reached two years ahead. 
Similar increase was noticed in cotton, sugar-cane and oil seeds. This increase in 
production was mainly in the Punjabi Speaking Region. 


Besides it has important industries like Textile Industry, Power-looms, Woollen- 
Goods, Hosiery, Cycle and Cycle parts, Motor parts, Printing presses) Sewing machines 
and many other kinds of machinery in towns like Amritsar, Dhariwal, Ludhiana, Faridkot, 
Moga (Dry Milk Plant), Jullundur, Pbhagwara, Batala, Dhuri, Hamira (Sugar Mills). 
(See Page 16 of Punjab Government Publication, “Facts About Punjab 1960’’). 


PROPOSED PUNJABI SUBA 


The Chief Khalsa Diwan proposes that Punjabi Suba may be redemarcated 
purely on Linguistic basis. The Punjab has already been divided into Punjabi Region and 
Hindi Region. The Punjabi Region area with some addition of contiguous Punjabi Speaking 
areas should form the Punjabi Suba As the demand is made purely on linguistic basis 
we shall welcome extension of the Punjabi region so that contiguous Punjabi Speaking area 
irrespective of district or State divisions are added to it. The purpose is that all contiguous 
Punjabi Speaking area people having one culture should come together. This will be most 
conducive to their political, social, cultural, educational and economic progress. 


We may say with emphasis that inspite ofthe tall talk of the Punjab Government 
the Punjabi Language has been suffering for the last many years, The first Punjabi Suba 
Morcha brought about a compromise from the Government in the form of Sachar Formula 
and Regional Formula but these were never sincerely implemented. Again after the Second 
Punjabi Suba Morcha S. Partap Singh Kairon made Punjabi the Official Language of 
the Punjabi Region upto district level but inspite of his efforts the Government orders were 
never fully imp!emented. Whatever little was done during Sardar Kairon’s Ministry has 
been upset during the present ministry with the issue of Punjab Government Circular 
No. 3086-ILg-65/6098 dated 24-4-65. The Chief Khalsa Diwan co-operated with the Punjab 
Government to find a solution of the languge problem through 26-member Language 
Committee presided over by Shri N. V. Gadgil, the then Governor Punjab, but no amicable 
solution could be evolved. 


Since implementation of recommendations of the last S. R. Commission, with the 
merger of Pepsu into Punjab, the progress of Funjabi Language has received a serious set 
back. Also these last 8 years, due to language controvesy, have seen an ever-increasing 
dissention between the two communities in the State. The Punjabi Suba reorganised 
on linguistic basis will finish this controversy and create unity between two communities. 

| This will not onty accelerate the progress of the State but will also strengthen the defence 
of the country. 
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Eversince Urdu, in the Punjab, was replaced by Punjabi and Hindi, the people of 
Hariana districts have been raising a voice against the imposition of Punjabi in that area. 
They are right to a great extent. The Bagri, Language (akin to Hindi) spoken by the 
Hariana people specially in the districts of Rohtak, Gurgaon. Mohindergarh and Southern 
Tehsil of Hissar district, is different from Punjabi that people of the Punjabi Region will 
not understand even a single sentence of the Bagri Speaking people. Then why keep them 
yoked together against their will and to the deteriment of both of them. The redemarcation 
of Punjabi Suba on linguistic basis will not only satisfy the Punjabees but also satisfy the 
Haryanvies. 


NO MINORITY PROBLEM IN THE PROPOSED STATE 


The S. R. Commission in its report of 1955 states that the 6 districts of the Punjabi 
Region of the Punjab without Pepsu had 97.2% of Punjabi Speaking people. In Pepsu 
before merger all administrative work was already being carried out in Punjabi. Except 
Kandaghat, Jind and Nirwana Tehsils and the district of Mohindergarh, the whole of the 
Pepsu is a Punjabi Speaking area. So the problem of Hindi Linguistic minority people in 
the proposed Punjabi Speaking state would not arise at all. A resort to lying by some 
Hindu Urbanites in disownng their own mother tongue has already been accepted as such 
by the Government authorities and hence that creates no question. Also districts and areas 
proposed to be included in the proposed State being contiguous, there will be no pockets of 
linguistic minorities anywhere init. Hindi has already been declared the main Official 
Language of India and as such every student in the Punjab State is studying it. This 
naturally goes in favour of the development and progress of Hindi which has our whole- 
hearted support. 


STATUS 


The Chief Khalsa Diwan would like to state citegorically that we are in favour of 
Punjabi Suba on purely linguistic basis within the Union of Indian Republic. We fully agree 
with the policy of the Government that the Union of India should be developed as a secular 
State where people of every religion may have equal rights in the Government, the country 
and its resources. Liberty of religion for which Sri Guru Teg Bahadur Ji sacrificed his iife 
can only be there in a secular state. 


PUNJABI SUBA A BORDER STATE 


Before 190! during Britith regime, at one time there was a controversy between 
Lord Kitchner and Lord Curzon, whether a frontier province should be a small one or a 
big one. Atlast the view point of Lord Kitchner, a renowned militarist prevailed and the 
N. W. F. Province was created in 1901 with a population of 22 lacs and an area of 16,500 Sq. 


Sri Satguru J agjit Singh Ji eLibrary _ —___ NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


23 


Miles. This population had only 2 lacs of non-Muslims. The majority had the same 
religion (Islam) and the same language (Pashtu) as of the people beyond the border. Taking 
the above into consideration, the Government of India should not hesitate to create the 
Punjabi Suba which will now be a Frontier Province on the borders of Pakistan with an 
area of at least 20,000 sq. Miles and a population of 1,15,00,0U0. As the Punjabi Suba will 
have 50 percent or less of Sikh population who are known for their martial traditions, and 
have throughout their history been opposed to the people living in West Pakistan, the 
Government by creating this new State will have a strong military class on the border 
ever ready to defend their motherland. 


Again the Punjabi Suba will be much stronger and satisfied and having mcre 
population than other border States like Assam, Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal! Pradesh, 
Manipur, and Tripura it will not only lessen the worries of the Central Government but 
will also continue to be the sword-arm as well as the shield for the rest of the country. 


We earnestly hope that the Cabinet Committee and the Parliamentary Committee 
on the Punjabi Suba will give their earnest thought to our memorandum and will agree to 
the formation of the proposed Punjabi Speaking State on Linguistic and Cultural basis. 
We believe that this is the only solution of this problem that has preved a serious headache 
for the Government ever since Independence. It will, we hope, not meet the provisions of 
the Constitution by giving the Punjabi Language the same status and its own state as is 
enjoyed by other languages in India but will also win the good will of the Sikhs, a strong 
martial minority who have proved second to none to preserve the hard won freedom of this 
country. This we hope will also satisfy the Haryana people who have a different language 
and their own Bagri culture. 


/ 
A memorandum on Sikh grievances will follow.t 
Sd/-Sant Singh, 


Honorary Secretary 


Chief Khalsa Diwan, Amritsar. 


{This Memorandum on the Sikh grievances appears on pages 9—13., 
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My Two Hours with Sant Fateh Singh 


f By Captain Bhag Singh 


It is a rare privilege to meet a great 
man. Recently, I had this privilege when I 
met Sant Fateh Singh. 


Ihad heard of the Sant when he 
first entered politics, but I had thought that 
he had made a mistake in wandering into 
afield in which there was no place for 
Saints. Later, I heard he was doing a good 
job in the field of education and in infusing 
socialand religious awareness among the 
peasants of Ganganagar. His fame was then 
confined within the enclaves of Rajasthan. 


Debut Politics 


His debut in politics, at first, did not 
make an impression on literate minds. The 
frustration that had descended on the 
community ever since the defeat of the 
Khalsa army by the British superiority in 
treachery, and later, because of the failure 
of its own leadership, a pall of self-pity 
hung over the Sikh people. The community 
had made stupendous sacrifices for the 
freedom of the country, because of its faith 
in Mr. Nehru’s words: ‘I should like them 
(the Sikhs) to have a semi-autonomous unit 
within the province so that they may have 
a sense of freedom.’ 


But the raw deal meted out tothe 
community in return for its sacrifices dem- 
orlized the Sikhs. Wallowing in frustration, 
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the Sikhs refused to believe that any leader 
would be able to raise their community in 
to a self-respecting on till the historic talks 
of 7th and 8th August, 1965, between Sant 
Fateh Singh and Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri, 
which revealed a silver lining to the black 
clouds of despondency. 


That was, in fact, a first glimpse of 
the Sant, who had shaken himself out of a 
recluse’s trance and transformed himself in 
to a saint-soldier as ordained by Sri Guru 
Gobind Singh ji. 


A Revelation 


His talk with the Prime Minister of 
India revealed his acute commonsense, 
fearlessness of expression, sense of humour, 
and clarity of thought. His decision to 
immolate himself on the altar of the comm- 
unity’s rights shook the Government and 
awakened the Sikhs. 


To know him fully, however, one has 
to come in close contact with him. I had 
such an opportunity when on Ist, November, 
in Amritsar, I was ushered into his presence 
and introduced to him by the Secretary 
of the S.G. P.C., Giani Mohinder Singh., 
At first, the Sant was reticent. His deep set 
eyes probe the mind of all who go to meet 
him in his wellguarded Jair in Akal Takhat. 
He opens conversation only when he has 
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Miles. This population had only 2 lacs of non-Muslims. The Majority had the same 
religion (Islam) and the same language (Pashtu) as of the people beyond the border. Taking 
the above into consideration, the Government of India should not hesitate to create the 
Punjabi Suba_ which will now be a Frontier Province on the borders of Pakistan with an 
area of at least 20,000 sq. Miles and a population of 1,15,00,000. As the Punjabi Suba will 
have 50 percent or less of Sikh population who are known for their martial] traditions, and 
have throughout their history been opposed to the people living in West Pakistan, the 
Government by creating this new State will have a strong military class on the border 
ever ready to defend their motherland. 


Again the Punjabi Suba will be much stronger and satisfied and having mcre 
population than other border States like Assam, Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, 
Manipur, and Tripura it will not only lessen the worries of the Central Government but 
will also continue to be the sword-arm as well as the shield for the rest of the country. 


We earnestly hope that the Cabinet Committee and the Parliamentary Committee 
on the Punjabi Suba will give their earnest thought to our memorandum and will agree to 
the formation of the proposed Punjabi Speaking State on Linguistic and Cultural basis. 
We believe that this is the only solution of this problem that has proved a serious headache 
for the Government ever since Independence. It will, we hope, not meet the provisions of 
the Constitution by giving the Punjabi Language the same status and its own state as is 
enjoyed by other languages in India but will also win the good will of the Sikhs, a strong 
martial minority who have proved second to none to preserve the hard won freedom of this 
country. This we hope will also satisfy the Haryana people who have a different language 
and their own Bagri culture. 


A memorandum on Sikh grievances will follow.t 
Sd/-Sant Singh, 
Honorary Secretary 


Chief Khalsa Diwan, Amritsar. 


{This Memorandum on the Sikh grievances appears on pages 9—13. 
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My Two Hours with Sant Fateh Singh 


By Captain Bhag Singh 


It is a rare privilege to meet a great 
man. Recently, Thad this privilege when I 
met Sant Fateh Singh. 


Ihad heard of the Sant when he 
first entered politics, but I had thought that 
he had made a mistake in wandering into 
afield in which there was no place for 
Saints. Later, I heard he was doing a good 
job in the field of education and in infusing 
social and religious awareness among the 
peasants of Ganganagar. His fame was then 
confined within the enclaves of Rajasthan. 


Debut Politics 

His debut in politics, at first, did not 
make an impression on literate minds. The 
frustration that had descended on the 


community ever since the defeat of the 


Khalsa army by the British superiority in 
treachery, and later, because of the failure 
of its own leadership,a pall of self-pity 
hung over the Sikh people. The community 
had made stupendous sacrifices for the 
freedom of the country, because of its faith 
in Mr. Nehru’s words: ‘I should like them 
(the Sikhs) to have a semi-autonomous unit 
within the province so that they may have 
a sense of freedom.’ : 


But the raw deal meted out tothe 
community in return for its sacrifices dem- 
orlized the Sikhs. Wallowing in frustration, 
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the Sikhs refused to believe that any leader 
would be able to raise their community in 
to a self-respecting on till the historic talks 
of 7th and 8th August, 1965, between Sant 
Fateh Singh and Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri, 
which revealed a silver lining tothe black 
clouds of despondency. 


That was, in fact, a first glimpse of 
the Sant, who had shaken himself out ofa 
recluse’s trance and transformed himself in 
to a saint-soldier as ordained by Sri Guru 
Gobind Singh ji. 


A Revelation 


His talk with the Prime Minister of 
India revealed his acute commonsense, 
fearlessness of expression, sense of humour, 
and clarity of thought. His decision to 
immolate himself on the altar of the comm- 
unity’s rights shook the Government and 
awakened the Sikhs. 


To know him fully, however, one has 
to comein close contact with him.I had 
such an opportunity when on Ist. November, 
in Amritsar, I was ushered into his presence 
and introduced to him by the Secretary 
of the S.G. P. C., Giani Mohinder Singh., 
At first, the Sant was reticent. His deep set 
eyes probe the mind of all who go to meet 
him in his wellguarded Jair in Akal Takhat. 
He opens conversation only when he has 
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x-rayed his visitor and his true intent. Those 
who go for merely darshan are gently dis- 
missed within a few minutes with ‘hacha 
bhas jao.” 


Poet and writer 


Soon, the Sant engaged mein con- 
versation interspersed with an infectious 
smile, and flashes of humour on topics 
mostly panthic and religious. For the first 
time Icameto know that he isa poet,a 
writer, and a man with a_ highly developed 
intellect. . 


To the challenge that some people 
hurl at him to come out of the precincts of 
the Golden Temple to immolate himself, his 
comment is : ‘One who wants to escape death 
seeks to be arrested, put in Division A, one 
gets good food and cheap publicity. For the 
Government will have an excuse under the 
law to arrest anybody who thus announces 
that he will sacrifice himself. To me, to stay 
in, is to court death rather than arrest” and 
he is quite prepared to embrace death for 
the Panth. 


Wasteful Farming 


Our talk turned to the two new 
slogans given by the Prime Munister to the 
country : Jat Jawan, Jai Kisan. The Sant 
had just finished writing on Jai Kisan and 
with what logic he demolishes the request to 
forego a meal to meet the food deficit! He 
proves with the help of .quotations from 
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gurbani that strength, both physical and 
spiritual, comes with adequate nourishment; 
can be had only if we grow cereals and not 
tobacco, which merely blows up the health and 
wealth of the country in smoke. 


The Sant is a versatile writer, and it 
astonished me to know that he is already the 
author of three or four books, which are 
gaining in popularity. He presented me with 
a copy of his book of verse and read out 
some poems with verve. All his verses hinge 
on his spiritual experience. In 1946, he had 
ear-ache, and his left ear was plugged with 
cottonwool, He forgot his pain, and look- 
inginthe mirror at the plug in his ear, 
wrote a poem in which he said he had plu- 
gged his ear because : 


Karan na sune kaho ki ninda 


Ears ought not be lent to slander of 
anyone. 

High Hope in Leadership 

My two hours with the Saint seemed 
but a trice. It was now time for his‘nit nem. 
I took leave with high hope in his leadership 
but not with out having a look at havan. 
kund in which he hasto squat waist deep 
in petrol, in full view of spectators standing 
on the roofs of surrounding buildings, in 
the courtyard of Akal Takht and in the 
parakarma. Evena glance at the empty 
havan kund isa grim foreboding of the 
fire that will consume Punjab if the Sant 
has to step into it. 


(The Sikh Review, Calcutta, Dec., 1965) 


NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


SS an 


DIALOGUE ON PUNJABI SUBA 


Arjan Singh Budhiraja 


We publish below the dialogue that took place between Sant Fateh Singh and 
the late Prime Minister of India, Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri, on their historic meetings on 7th 


and 8th August. 


THE FIRST MEETING 


On the 7th August, 1965, at 7.30 p.m, 
Sant Fateh Singh reached the residence of 
Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri by car. He was 
accompanied by S. Uttam Singh Duggal, 
M. P., S. Lachhman Singh Gill, M.L.A., 
S. Man Singh. Editor, the Mansarover, and 
myself. We were received by Shri Gulzari 
Lal Nanda, Union Home Minister and 


other Government officials. 


Shri Nanda, after showing Sant ji 
to aseat, went tothe Prime Minister and 
at 7.40 p.m.the Personal Secretary of the 
Prime Minister escorted Sant ji to the latter’s 
room Sintji asked meto accompany him 
also; while S. Uttam Singh Duggal, Sardar 
Lachhman Singh Gill and S. Man Singh 
remained sitting behind. 

When we were about to enter the 
Prime Minister’s room, we were received 
and welcomed by Shastriji, Nandaji and 
India’s Home Secretary at the door. Santji 
and all of us sat with the Prime Minister in 
the chairs placed on one side of the room. 
For the first few minutes, the photographers 
clicked their cameras. 


At first, Santji and Shastriji inquir- 
ed after each other’s health and then the 
talks began. 
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Opening the talk, Santji said: 


“Purely, on the basis of language, our 
demand for a Punjabi Suba is constitutional, 
The Government itself had accepted in the 
Constitution, the principle of forming states 
on language basis. When in other parts of 
India, states have been formed on the basis 
of language, what are the obstacles which 
stand in the way of Punjabi Suba.” 


Continuing Santji said, ‘At first, in 
1955 there was an agitation for this demand 
and twelve thousand Sikhs went to jails. 


‘Then in 1960 the movement conti- 
nued for nearly eight months and 57,129 
men and women went to jails. About two 
dozen youg men were shot down by the 
Police and thus had to court martyrdom. 


What violence and cruelty was meted 
out to the Sikh procession on the 12th June, 
1960, you know very well. As for as we 
were told, truck loads of dead bodies of 
Sikhs were tbrown into the Jumna River. 
Unarmed Sikhs were fired upon and killed 
in jails, simply because they demanded in 
writing that therelease being offered to them 
by Government was unconditional. 


\ \ 
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‘During India’s fight for freedom, there 
were not even half as many arrests made 
and yet India had won freedom. But purely 
on the basis of the language, for a Punjabi 
Suba. 57,129 men and women went to jails. 
There has never been sucha long and peace- 
ful agitation in this country. The Govern- 
ment cannot cite evena single instance of 
violence from our side in connection with 
this agitation. 


‘Our demand fora Punjabi Suba is 
purely on the basis of language and we 
don’t wish to enter into any discussion of 
communal percentages. Our demand its not 
on the basis of religion. Ours is only this 
just demand that when other states in India 
have been formed on the basis of language, 
not to do so in regard to the Punjabi langu- 
age is a discrimination against the people of 
Punjab, pure and simple. 


‘I want to request you that, you 
should accept our constitutional and just 
demand without any delay.’ 
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Shastriji, Nandaji and Home Secret- . 


ary, all remained silent for about three 
minutes, it seemed asif there was nothing 
to say. . 


Santji said again, ‘Shastriji, why have 
you become silent? We are here to talk 
things over, you should answer me.’ 


SHASTRI JI : Santji, earlier also you 
had free and frank talks with the late Pandit 
Jawahar Lal Nehru. Punjabi is language of 
whole of the Punjab and full efforts are be- 
ing made for its development. 
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SANT JI: Kairon had _ introduced 
Punjabi on the district level, but now it has 
been dislodged even fromthere. Although 
we did not think well of Kairor because he 
beat up Hindus, Sikhs and Harijans, and 
dealt unfairly with the Punjabi Suba move- 
ment, yet he did introduce Punjabi language 
upto the district level. But the present 
Government has withdrawn it even from 
that level. Then how are we to understand 
that efforts are being made forthe develop- 
ment of the Punjabi language ? 


SHASTRI JI : Punjabi in Gurmukhi 
script is being used and itis being put into 
use in every Way. 


NANDA JI: The official report also 
says the same. 


SANT JI: No, Punjabi language is 
being unfairly treated and its growth is be- 
ing stifled. Its annihilation is taking place, 
not development. Yes, the progress is to- 
wards its end. It’s nut progressing. Every- 
thing is happening against the Punjabi 
language. Punjabi is being discriminated 
against. Itis being wiped out everywhere, 
as far as the Punjab Government is concern- 
ed. 

SHASTRI JI : If the reverse is 
happening, then we have to see why it is not 
being implemented. 


SANT JI: Where there has been no 
progress, then what have we to see ? 


NANDA JI: We have also to examine 
your other points (grievances). 
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SANT JI: When one thing has not 
been decided and Government has not been 
ableto do anything, then why bother over 
other points. Ac first, Punjabi was in use upto 
the district level. Your Government stopped 
that also. Evenif you might say this or 
write a few words in favour of Punjabi, we 
shall not be convinced that you would 
implement it, because until now you haven’t 
doneit We shall not feel satisfied till you 
treat us at par with the rest of the Indian 
people. Just as in the country other languages 
have been accorded their due place, we also 
demand the same; but in the Punjab the 
The matter does 
not end there that you heard our grievances 
and do nothing about them. The one and 
only sclution to all these grievances is 
Punjabi Suba. First we should decide about 
it. From the very beginning we have been of 
the view chat we should not pick upa 
quarrel, nor do we wish the Government to 
be involved in one. Nor do we wish to exert 
any sortof pressure. The principle of the 
formation of States on language basis was 
not made by us. This was made by your 
own Government and the division of States 
on basis of language was also _ start- 
ed by you. But you are discriminating 
against the Punjabi language. So all other 
problems shall automatically be solved if you 
accept our this demand. Now even our 
religion is no longer safe. 


SHASTRI JI: (interrupting) you 
say religion is in danger ? 


SANT JI: Yes, our religion is not 
at all safe. 
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NANDA JI: (addressing Shashtriji) 
Their demand is constitutional and just. 


SHASTRI JI: Yes, but what to do, 
These are bad times. The probiems will 
increase; Sant Ji, how is the religion in 
danger ? 


SANT JI: Our religion is not at all 
safe in free India. Don’t you knew that in 
the Punjab at several places, Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib has been burnt, the Akhand paths 
have been disturbed, leaves have beén torn 
out of Sri Guru Granth Sahib, but 
the Government have paid no heed. In 
Kashmir the hair of Prophet Mohammed 
was stolen and the whole machinery of the 
Indian Government was activised. The 
Radio and press protested Joudly. The other 
Muslim countries also spoke up, and Shastri 
Ji, the late Prime Minister Shri Nehru, 
sent you immediately to Kashmir. You had 
not even time to fetch your coat from your 
house. You borrowed the late Prime 
Minister’s coat which perhaps might have 
been too loose for you (general laughter), 
and you went and pacified the Muslims 
there. This was something good that 


you did. The same respect must be accorded , 
to everybody’s religion, but why this dis- | 


crimination against us? In your hearts, 
there isno respect for our religion. If you 
had any respect, you would have acted at 
once. 


the responsibility of defending this country 
even more than youdo. On the one hand 
we were preparing to meet the Pakistani 
attack and exhorting the people to be ready 
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On the other hand we love this , 
country, because it is our country. We feel ; 
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for the defence of India, whereas on the other 
hand, Punjab’s Chief Minister and other 
ministers issue statements everyday threaten- 
ing ‘“‘to crush us down.” You know that 
sacrilege has. been committed with respect 
to Sri Guru Granth Sahib and yet the Govern- 
ment have done nothing. What are we to 
understand ? As we cried in agony, didn’t 
you feel any pain? No, you feel nothing. 
Then how our religion is safe ? 


NANDA JI: I had my inspiration from 
Sri Guru Granth Sahib. My education also 
started from there. I used to listen to the 
life-story of Sri Guru Nanak Devjifrom my 
maternal grandfather. We received our 
education from Sri Guru Granth Sahib. 


SANT JI: You are a Punjabi too. 
You must be kaowing how much reverence 
we havein our hearts for Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib. 


(At this stage, tea was brougbt in. 
Shastriji offered a cup to Santji and request- 
ed him twice to take tea, but Sant ji declin- 
ed. I requested Santji that he should take 
tea. And Nandaji, Home Secretary and my- 
self started sipping tea, meanwhile the talks 
continued). 


SANT JI: If you are aware of these 
things. and you get inspiration from Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib, why did you notthen goto 
the scene of the incidents personally ? 


NANDA JI: I had been regularly 
receiving reports from the Punjab Govern- 
ment, bearing out that all possible steps 
were being taken to trace the miscreants 


a. 
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SANT JI: This is absolutely incorrect. 
The Punjab Government have neither done 
nor is doing anything genuine in the matter. 


NANDA JI: This can be verified. If 
we have been given wrong reports we shall 


take the State Government to task. lam 
prepared to call the Chief Minister or go 


with you to each.scene of incident and 
satisfy you, by taking appropriate action, 
against the miscreants. If the Punjab 
Government have been passive, we will not 
be so. We have traced out the culprits in 
two cases ; while one case is incomplete, the 
other is ripe for action. 


Santji then presented a list of eleven 
pages dealing with the instances of sacri- 
leges and acts of discrimination, of which 
a brief summary is as follow : 


1, At Budh More, Distt. Patiala a copy of 

Sri Guru Granth Sahib was set to fire. 

At Jangpura, Distt. Ludhiana ..... 

. At Khara, Distt. Ambala ............ 

At Gunachore, Distt. Jullundur ... 

At Doraha, Distt. Ambala ......... 

. At Jamalpur, Disst. Jullundur...... 

. At. Dharamsala Vadehrian the Akhand 

Path was interrupted. 

8. At Chak Kheowali, Thana Fazilka Distt. 
Ferozepur, pages of Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib were torn off. 

9. In Patiala City at Moti Bagh Palace, 

pages of Sri Guru Granth Sahib were 

torn off. , 

At Jamalpur acopy of Sri Guru Granth 

was setto fire and thrown into a dirty 

well. The police tried to hush up the 
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10. 


NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


case but Sant Chanan Singh reached the 
spot and got the complaint lodged and under 
the pressure of the Shiromani Akali Dal the 


copy of Sri Guru Granth Sahib was taken out 


of the dirty well. What a height of devilish 
depravity and utter lawlessness it is to 
consign the embodiment of the very Spirit of 
the Ten Gurus Sikhs to fire and dirty water. 


NANDA JI: It is really very bad that 
things have reached such an extreme. 


SANT JI: The Sikhcommunity was 
allrage and it would have retaliated and 
wrought havoc, but we pacified the Sikh 
masses, in view of the Pakistan aggression. 
There 1ave also been instances of the sacri- 
lege at the Serovar (holy tank) of the Golden 
Temple in which several packets of forbid- 
den cigarettes were thrown. Had we brought 
these ugly incidents tothe notice of the 
Sikh masses they would have gone comple- 
tely out of our control. How can you claim 
that tne Punjab Government is taking all 
possible measures ? 


NANDA JI: Santji this is really ex- 
tremely painful. I will take up the matter in 
my own hands. (Dictatesa note to Home 


Secretary). 


SANT JI: What can you do! Even 
Dr. Sushila Nayyar, the Health Minister of 
your Centra! Governmet has outraged our 
religious sentiments. 


SHASTRI JI : (Hurriedly) what is 
that ! Just tell me what she has done ? 


SANT JI: Dear Sir, please listen 


patiently. She said here in Delhi that in the 


days of the Sikh Gurus there were no bar- 
bers but now tiere was .o dearth of them. 
(Suggesting that Sikhs should shave off.) 


Stroking his beard, Santji said that 
Sushila Nayyar had looked down upon the 
Sikhs who grow beard and keep uncut hair, 
is your Minister 


SHASTRI JL: (growing angry) Why 
should she utter such words ? 


NANDA Ji: (interrupting) I was 
present on that occasion. Dr. Shushila 
Nayyar said thatthe Sikhs’ hair aud beard 
were obsolete symbols serving no useful 
purpose in modern times. Still, she should 
not have, uttered these words. We are really 
sorry for what she said. 


SANT JI: She went even beyond this 
as she said later that Shri Guru \mar Das 
(The Chird Sikh GuruSahib) performed seva 
(religious service) for twelve years and each 
year he got a piece of Khadi (cloth, one and 
a quarter yard in length), which he regarded 
as gift fromthe Guru Sahib & used it as his 
turban. She added that he was utterly negli- 
gent of his body and conc uded that the 
Sikhs were a dirty lot. 


NANDA JI: She did not say so. » 
SANT JI: This she did not say in your 


presence but I can produce an eye witness, ! 
He is an educated person knowing the entire | 
case. He is sitting in the adjoining room. I ; 


can call him if you like., 


(Beth Mr. Shastri and Mr. Nanda 
kept mum and brooding). 
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SANT JI: At several places Government 
officials have told the Akali workers that 
their blue turbans smacked of communalism. 


SHASTRI JI: Which official said it and 
where ? 


SANT JI: These things have been said 
at several places. (Santji cited instances of 
such happenings at Garh shankar and 
Ganga Nagar.) These are petty matters. But 
for your iaformation [ may add that they 
are liable to take a serious turn. 


NANDA JI: This is really very bad. We 
shall take action (The Home-Secretary and 
Mr. Nanda were taking notes and Mr. 
Nanda asked the Secretary to make a special 
note of it.) 


SANT JI: Even Vinoba Bhave, whom 
you regard a saint and friend of all, has in- 
jured the Sikh sentiments while speaking in 
Gurdwara Sahib Jagat Sudhar at Calcutta. He 
suggested the letter ‘N’’ be deleted from 
the word ‘“KIRPAN” to make it “KIRPA” 
(grace). Although, he later on apologised 
for it though ina letter, yet why at all should 
such malicious suzgestions be made ? What 
business have got your leaders with our relig- 
ion? This (holding his Kirpan) is our reli- 
gious symbol. Our symbols are the gifts of 
our Great Father, Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji. 
Bereft of their arms, soldiers cease to be 
soldiers. Will you consider the removal of 
the soldiers from the border and the use of 
‘“‘Kirpa” “(grace) instead: Why train-loads 
of thousands of tanks and guns ? Why 
spend one-fourth of our national income on 
defence ? Deprived of Kirpan we shall not 
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remain the true followers of our great Guru 
Sahib. We are the sentinels of Religion. In the 
light of what is happening, do you think our 
religion is safe under your administration ? 


NANDA JI: (Surprised) I shall enqu- 
ire. Why it became necessary for Vinobaji 
to make such remarks. 


SANT JI: You have shattered 
those Sikh traditions which even the Briti- 
sHers during their regime took special care 
to preserve and promote. Soldiers are being 
encouraged to shave off their beards and 
sacred keshas (hair), and it is unmistakably 
clear that Sikh spirit among the defence 


_ forces is being crushed out. The Britishers, 


under the guidance of Akali Kaur Singh 
maintained the Sikh way of life in the army 
whereby morale and heroism of the Sikh 
soldiers remained the highest. But the present 
trends are deterimental to the Sikh religion. 
I emphasize that the Sikh are true patriots. 
If you protect their’ religion, they can 

protect the country. 


SHASTRI JI: (addressing Mr. Nanda) 
Do you see, Sant Ji says the Sikh religion is 
in the danger ? 


(Mr. Nanda explained to Mr. Shastri 
ji what Sant Ji meant). 


SHASTRI JI : Santji: The world is 
changing fast. Young menare losing faith 
in religion and its ceremonies. We are help- 
less if some one shaves off his beard and 
hair. 


SANT JI: Oh, you are helpless ! What 
have you to do with the rest of the world. 
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We are not talking about others but of your 
armed forces. lt is also a part of military 
discipline and it is your responsibilty. It is 
your weakness. You do not brother. If the 
soldiers are true to their religion and tradi- 
tions they will give greater proof of their val- 
our. If your religion is not safe, you cannot 
protect the country. 


NANDA JI: We shall have to discuss 
this in greater details. We will surely consi- 
der it Surely, it is our responsibility to look 
after the .orces and their faith. You have 
rightly pointed this out, we agree with you 
that if we are true to religion, we shall be 
able to protect the country better. 


SANT JI: The Sikhs have made uni- 
que sacrifices for the cause of India’s inde- 
pendence. But the places associated with 
their martyrdom are being neglected. You 
have raised a splendid monument in memory 
of Lala Lajpat Rai at his birth place, vill- 
age Dhudike. I had been there the other 
day. But no one has ever thought of raising 
a memorial toa Sikh martyr of the same 
village who was hanged for the cause of 
national freedom. I do notat all object to the 
commemoration of Lalaji, but I stress that 
while you are raising memorials in the 
memory of Lalaji throughout the country, 
you have shown supreme indifference to the 
Sikh martyrs who were hanged during the 
struggle for freedom. Why this discrimina- 
tion ? Baba Kharak Singh, §. Bhagat Singh 
S. Udham Singh, S. Kartar Singh Sarabha, 
the martyrs of Guru Ka Bagh and many 
other Sikhs laid down their lives at the altar 
of India’s Independence. None of the great 
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Sikh patriots of the ‘Kama Gata Maru’ ship 
and Revolutionary Babas have received any 
recognition by way of memorials. We are 
happy at your raising memorials in honour 
of the Hindu patriots. Indeed, you must 
raise. But the Sikh martyrs should also be 
equally honoured. You should be fair and 
impartial in these matters. 


NANDA JI :- You have done well to 
draw our attention to the questson. We shall 
certainly consider this. 


SHASTRI JI: We never heard of all this 
before (He kept looking at Santji astonishi- 


ngly). 


SANT JI: You are the rulers of the 
country. You must know all that happens in 
the country. The late Prime Minister, Pt. 
Nehru, often made a mention of the Sikh 
soldiers at the Ladakh and NEFA fronts. In 
this connection a Film, named ‘Haqigat’ was 
also produced. Sardar Kairon’s Government 
donated a sum of Rs. ten Jakhs for its 
production. But it does not contain a single 
scene depicting the bravery of the Sikhs, 
while Hindus are continuously extolled in it. 


SHASTRI JI: Have you seen it ? 


SANT JI: No, (pointing towards me) 
he has seen it. 


SHASTRIJI: What did you notice in 
it ? 


BUDHIRAJA: It presents a Sikh in 
drinking bout. 


SHASTRI JI: (Addressing Mr. Nandaji). 
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This is very objectionable. We must examine 
the matter. (Mr. Shastriji was much perpl- 
exed). 


SANT JI: The instances of discrimina- 
tion against the Sikhs are countless. At each 
step we are being discrimimated against. 
You observe holidays in memory of the less 
known patriots. But no holidays are granted 
in honour of the Gurus. Sri Guru Arjan Dev 
ji laid down his life for dharma. Sri Guru 
Tegh Bahadur, the Saviour of Mother India, 
sacrificed his precious life for the protection 
of the Hindu religion and its symbols. His 
martyrdom should be celebrated by the 
Indian Government,as also by all the Indians. 
His splendid sacrifice, which saved the cou- 
ntry, the Hindu religion and its culture, is 
being ignored Sri Guru Gobind Singhji, the 
greatest of all the patriots who sacrificed 
his entire family and his own lifefor the 
sake of the nation and the Dharma. Not to 
observe a holiday in his honour is nothing 
short of naked discrimmation. And, again 
malicious literature is continuously being 
published against the Sikh Guru Sahibs. 


NANDA JI: Where is it published ? 


SHASTRI JI: It is found in the textbooks 
of the Fourth Primary class of the Rajas- 
than schools. These books contain disparaging 
remarks about Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji. 


NANDA JI: I assure you, on behalf of 
the Prime Minister we will try to redress all 
these grievances. 


SANT JI: You confine everything to the 
files but do not implement anything. It is 
evident from our previous experience that 
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nothing is implemented Or, else, why should 
the case of the Tarai (U. P.) Sikhs be still 
pending ? How sad it is that the people who 
cleared the jungles, faced snakes, lions and 
deadly animals, risked their lives and made 
the barren lands cultivable and productive 
food-grains, are being upreoted and turned 
into refugees, just because they happen to 
be Sikhs. 


SHASTRI JI: (To Nandaji) We should 
look into grievances of the Tarai Sikhs. 


NANDA JI: (To the Home Secretary). 
You should take up this matter. 


SANT JI: 1 would bring to your 
notice another act of great injustice : The 
Rajasthan Government have enacted a law 
whereby a farmer producing maximum foed- 
grains would be negatively rewarded. The 
Sikhs broke the previous records by raising 
maximum foodgrains. But now a new law has 
been enacted which kills the spirit of the first 
law. By this law a land producing ten mau- 
nds of foodgrains is to be considered asa 
standard acre, for the purpose of fixing land- 
ceilings and taking away surplus lands. 
Since the lands belonging only to the Sikh 
farmers of District Gangnagar are more pro- 
ductive because of their labour, the Rajasthan 
Government is finding excuses to seize their 
lands. On one side you are exhorting the 
people to grow more food but on the other 
side by passing such laws, you are penalising 
the Sikh peasants who produce more. 


SHASTRI JI: Please explain this matter 
to me again. (Santji explains it.) 


SHASTRI JI: This is really strange. 
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NANDA JI: I keep in touch with what- 
ever happens in the country but this is some- 
thing new to me and I know nothing about 
it. Itis something undesirable. 


SANT JI: Our people in Rajasthan have 
yet another sad experience. The lands 
donated to the Gurdwaras by Maharaja 
Ganga Singh are now being confiscated by 
the Government. Your democratic regime 
has snatched away the gifts of the wise Prince 
Maharaja Ganga Singh. He promoted irriga- 
tion by tanks, but our own Government has 
exasperated the people by imposing 
crushing revenue duties. 


During the Sikh rule, Maharajah 
Ranjit Singh donated lands to mosques, 
temples and Gurdwaras; the Britishers did 
not confiscate these. Even Pakistan has 
spared the lands belonging to the Sikh 
Gurdwaras. But things are quite different 
here in India. 


At Ganga Nagar, where the Sikhs are 
in a position to eleet their own representa- 
tives the Government has declared three seats 
‘Reserved’, so thata Sikh may never get 
elected. By taking this step, the Government 
has also sought to breed ill-will between the 
Punjabis, specially the Sikhs, and the Hari- 
jans. It is sheer high-handedness. You ought 
to find out why the Government is indulg- 
ing in such tactics against the Sikhs. 


Your election symbol is a pair of 
bullocks but you do not know how to 
plough! You (Shastriji) cannot even hold 
the grip of a plough. May be, you have no 
idea of what the grip of a ploughislike, not 
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to speak of tilling. Mr. Nanda! you, too, 
do not know ploughing, nor can this friend 
(pointing to Home Secretary) can handle a 
plough. How then can you justify having a 
pair of bullocks as your election symbol ? 
This should in fact, belong to us. Any way, 
it does not matter much. 


And, then, you have allotted to the 
Communists the election symbol of sickle 
and an earof corn, and to Jana Sangh, 
lighted earthen lamp, which, too, has not 
been changed. The Jana Sangh people can 
carry the lighted earthern lamp by day as 
well as by night-and can popularise it the 
way they choose. Put our symbol is changed 
every time. Why this discrimination against 
us? The Akalis were first allotted the election 
symbol of a bow and an arrow but then it 
was changed to a fan, a bucket, a hand 
and then to a balance in the last bye-election 
of Patti. Your Government has reduced our 
symbol to a matter of constant mockery. 


SHASTRI JI: Why did it happen ? 
Wherefore this change of symbol ? 


SANT JI: So that we may not be 


able to familiarise our symbol to the people. 


NANDA JI: What is this dispute 
between the two rival Akali Dals ? 


SANT JI: It isto be settled and, in 
fact, it has been settled by the Sikh commu- 
nity. You must be well aware of it We put 
the issue to the Sikh community for its 
verdict and, as you well) know, the case was 
decided in our favour in the last Gurdwara 
Elections. But what I ask is merely this: 
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Why do you keep on changing our election 
symbol in spite of our getting more votes 
than others ? Isit not discrimination ?”’ 


NANDA JI: We shall look into this 
matter. 


SANT JI: We have complaints about 
the Radio programmes also. From _ the 
Jullundur Radio Station, which is in the 
heart of the Punjabi speaking region, every 
progamme is relayed in Hindi; Punjabi is 
utterly ignored. How strange itis that in 
the very home of the Punjab, all programm- 
es are relayed in Hindi. Why is it so ? 


NANDA Ji: Sant Ji! Do you not 
listen to the Radio ? Shabads (Sikh hymns) 
are also relayed. 


SANT JI: They are relayed, no 
doubt, but only when China and Pakistan 
invade India and the Government needs the 
co-operation of the Sikhs. 
from several hymns). Mr. Kairon who al- 
ways threatened to crush us, himself recited 
the Sikh hymns atthe Radio Station and 
the records of those were relayed every day. 
(Here Santji quotes passages from the stirr- 
ing, patriotic hymns that were recited by Mr. 
Kairon.) But when the danger is over, the 
hymns are forgotten. 


NANDA JI: Santji We are prepared 
to satisfy you in every posible way. Give 
us a chance and all your grievances will be 
redressed. 


SANT JI : You have not trusted us 
as regards the granting of passports. My 
case for passport to visit Malaya was kept 
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pending for eight months without any rhyme 
or reason, WhenlI did get it, a condition 
was impossed that! can go toa foreign 
country only on a religious mission. If 
Sheikh Abdullah wants passport, he is given 
one immediately. But we the Sikhs are not 
given passports because the Government 
does not trust us. 


SHASTRI JI: Santji! had you written 
to us, we would have got you a passport at 
once. 


SANT JI: Other Akali workers are 
also denied passports to visit Sikh shrines in 
Pakistan. Even the Secretary of the Shiromani 
Akali Dalhas not been granted a passport 
to visit gurdwaras in Pakistan. (Santji ref- 
erred to my case). 


NANDA JI: All these things will be 
set right Santji; we are ready to concede 
everything to you. All these grievances will 
be removed. 


SANT Jf: What can you concede ? In 
the Punjab, the Governor, the Chief Minister, 
the Speaker, Chairman of the Council, etc., 
are all non-Sikhs. The Sikhs are also being 
victimised in the services in every way. 


SHASTRI JI: Al) these matters can 
be settled. Resignations can be sought. We 
want that you should now strengthen the 
hands of the Government. And we would be 
willing to remove all your grievances to your 
satisfaction. : 


SANT JI: The only solution to all 
these problems, and the one that would also 
satisfy me, is this that you should accede to 


NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


our Just, legitimate and constitutional de- 
mand. Your not acceding to our demand for 
a Punjab: Speaking State on purely linguis- 
tic basisis the height of discrimination 
against us. I want to make it clear that we 
can feel satisfied only if you end this dis- 
crimination. Otherwise, the masses will go 
ahead of us and might become uncontroll- 
able since the problem has been hanging 
fire for such a long time. : 


Pandit Nehru admitted the fact that 
Punjab: is the dominant language of the 
Punjab State and its script is Gurmukhi. He 
added that there isalso aregion where the 
language is Hindi but even there Punjabi is 
understood. When [asked him which that 
region was,I was told that it was the Hariana 
region. I would therefore, stress that you 
should condone the punishment inflicted 
upon people of Hariana ; for, Hariana was 
annexed to the Punjab by way of punish- 
ment If it hurts you to accede to our 
demand, why do you not accedeto that of 
the people of Hariana! That would serve 
our purpose. too. 


NANDA JI: No, no Santji : There 
is no question of the loss of prestige for us 
in accepting your demand. 


SHASTRI JI: This is not the point, we 
do not callin the question of loyalty of the 
Sikhs. But, then, the creation of Punjabi 
Suba will cause an upheaval, sincea big 
majority will be against it. The country is 
passing through critical period. There are 
internal as well as external dangers. Let the 
persent critical time be over. 
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SANT JI: It means that you are 
doubting our loyalty and sense of patriotism. 
Can you cite a single instance where the 
Sikhs might have deserted you in a crisis ? 


NANDA JI: We do not mean this. 
We are facing a grave situation, of which 
you are aware. 


SANT JI: You expounded the princi- 
ple of linguistic states and your leaders kept 
on extending promises from 1920 to 1947, 
so much so that Pandit Nehru even went to 
a further extent, of his promise: Please 
tell us (pointing to me). 


I said: On April 5, 1946 Pandit 
Nehru promised to give an autonomous state 
to the Sikhs and he said that it would be 
necessary to letthe Sikhs havea sense of 
freedom. I also pointed out that if public 
opinion was a major consideration then 
surely it should have been given due recogni- 
ion at the time of the merger of PEPSU 


with Punjab. Public opinion was against it" 


and the records speak of the PEPSU 
Legislative Assembly’s unanimous rejection 
of the proposal. ‘Then why this merger was 
effected ? Morarji Desai was against the 
idea of dividing Maharashtra and Gujarat in- 


to two separate states and had threatened — 


to goona fast unto death to prevent the 
division, Even Pandit ji assured that no 
such division would take place. But every- 
thing and everybody was ignored when it 
actually came to dividing the province. 


SHASTRI JI : 
say so? 


When did Morarji 


a eel Le 14 5 |. 


gees 


t i 
Day 


Wl dence, where I too was present. 


} in the issue of percentages. 
_ | Of recognising a basic principle. 


In the meeting held at Panditji’s resi- 


NANDA JU: Yes, they did talk like 
that. 


SANT Ji: When the criticism of 


‘public opinion was not considered fit while 


making other provinces on the basis of 
language, why should it be applied here? 
Why don’t you respect the words given by 
your leaders. 


SHASTRI JI: If these people wish 


‘Punjabi to be in Devnagri script ? 


SANT JI: But why must impose 
Punjabi on such people ? Keep Hariana 
separate and let the people of Hariana 
be saved from this ordeal. 


SHAS-RI JI: People of Hariana 


| demand for a Hariana state if Punjabi Suba 
‘is given. 


SANT JI: That solves the whole 
problem. Both the parties agree for the 


demarcation. You can Satisfy both by effect- 
| ing it. 


NANDA JI: The demand is justified 
if 90 percent of the population makes it, but 


{ not if it is supported by 50 percent or 60 


percent of them. 


SANT JI: That is not the question 
at present. Why must you involve yourself 
It is a question 
Ours is 
not a communal demand. Consider the 
basic policy, percentage issue is irrelevant. 


SHASTRI JI: (Addressing the Home 


percentage ? 
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Secretary) What will be the figures oj 


HOME SECRETARY : 


About 60 
percent of them will bethe Sikhs, ina 
Punjabi Suba. 


SANT JI: This is wrong and base- 
less. In the Punjabi Suba Sikhs will be 
hardly 5U percent of the total population. 


NANDA JJ: (To Home Secretary: 
Please give us exact figures). 


(The Home Secretary began to shuffle 
his papers and it took some time to find the 
details). 


SANT JI: If your Secretary is un- 
able to furnish the desired information, my 
Secretary can do it. Looking at me, ‘‘Budhi- 
raja! “kindly let them know the figures.”’ 


I gave them all the details alongwith 
the statistics quoted in 1961 census about 
the area wise percentage of the Hindus. the 
Sikhs and the Muslims. Nandaji took a 
note of all this. 


SHASTRI JI : But Pandit Nehru 
felt that this will be a dangerous step. 


SANT JI: Can you convince me by 
reason and logic of the danger apprehended. 
I am ready to forego my claim if it is so. 


NANDA JI: (Addressing Shastriji) 
The demand of Santji is constitutionally 
justified but we cannot do anything at the 
present time emergency. 


SHASTRI JI: We must try to find 
some way of removing the complaints you 
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have made. We will think of something 
which satisfies you. 


SANT JI: To deny discriminations 
to which Sikhs are being subjected and 
against which they protest. 


SHASTRI JI : We will discuss that 
also but first we must do something regard- 
ing the complaints that you have made, This 
is Our primary duty. You have mentioned 
language. We must take care of that too. 
We will enforce Regional Formula thoro- 
ughly. 


SANT Ji: (Interrupting) The only 
solution of these complaints is Punjabi Suba. 
We don’t accept Regional Formula. 


SHASTRI JI: Perhaps you want a 
Sikh Chief Minister ; this is possible after 
the elections if...... 


SANT JI: This is a poor consolation. 
All this is irrelevant. The only important 
point before us is that Punjabi Suba should 
be formed on the basis of language which 
is the panacea of all the ills. 


SHASTRI JI: We are ready to satisfy 
you as best as we can. I would request you 
to discuss the complaints first which give rise 
to the demand of Funjabi Suba. 


NANDA JI: The Regional Formula 
will also be put into practice and all the 
promises made by Pt. Nehru shall, too, be 
fulfilled. 


SANT JI: This is mere eye-wash. 
How can we expect the Regional Formula 
to be enforced now when it has been a dead 
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letter all these years ? You must now accept 
the Punjabi Suba. 


NANDA JI: (laughing) As or 
Punjabi Suba is concerned, Masterji has al- 
ready accepted Commission in its place. 


SANT JI: There is no grain of truth 
in it. If Masterji went back on his demand 
for Punjabi Suba, we still stand byit. We 
won the election precisely because of it. 
People trusted us and cast eight lakhs of votes 
in our favour. They returned us with effec- 
tive majority in the S.G.P.C. It hardly 
matters if Masterjit demands Punjabi Suba 
ornot. The Sikh Community still demands 
it and this demand has now become an in- 
tegral part of their life- motive. I reiterate 
that the number of the people arrested for 
demanding the independence of India is 
not even half the number of people arrested 
for putting forward the demand of Punjabi 
Suba. The arresting of 57,129 men and 
women is not something that you may neglect 
so easily. The Government has adopted a 
rigid, prejudiced attitude or why can’t you 
argue out my demand ? lf you can’t find an 
argument to substantiate your rejection of 
demand then why must you hesitate to fulfil 
it. Whom are you afraid of ? Your own 
brothers must not frighten you and why 
must you afraid of accepting what is just 
and lawful. 


SHASTRI JI: We, afraid of whom ? 
Oh no! Is it Jana Sangh ? No, No. 


SANT JI: You are afraid of your 
own brothers. If you were not so, you would 
have directly agreed to our demand for 
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Punjabi Suba. You are surely afraid of 


somebody. 


NANDA JI : No, it is wrong. We 


are afraid of none whosoever. 


SANT JI : You are spoiling your 
relations with us simply to carry favour with 
those who are nearer and dearer to you. 


SHASTRI JI: Santji, this is not the 
time. There are so many problems which 
call for immediate attention. Even your 
complaints need looking into first of all. 
Other issues too will be settled. We will 
talk about everything in due time. You are 
a great man, a saint We have great regard 
for you because you are sincere. Well, I 
don’t ask you to relinquish your demand al- 
together; I simply request you to postpone 
it now when the country is passing through a 
crisis. We don’t want to lose your good-will. 


SANT JI: If you are so particular 
about our good-will, you ought to have 
taken due care of everything. At which door 
of justice should _we knock and to 
whom would we complain about the 
innumerable injustices done to us We have 
the support of Almighty God only. Our 
living is made difficult. You know all that 
happened at Paunta Sahib We our-selves 
cleaned the floor of the blood of the innocent 
Sikhs spilt there, And yet the Judge who 
was deputed to make investigation, adopted 
a most highly, never imaginable communal 
altitude in his report. We are being insulted 
everywhere and no heed is paid to our 
grievances. To which tribunal of justice 


should we go and tell our tale of our misery ? 
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Nobody listens to us in this country. A 
nation of lion-hearted men has been reduced 
to such low level as to make them beg for 
mercy from persons who are no match for 
them. A community worthy to rule has been 
erippled in this free country by the vile 
practices of the selfish men ... (At this Santji 
was too much moved to continue speaking). 


NANDAJI : Please calm yourself. 
You see, we did accept all of your proposals 
concerning Paunta Sahib. 


SHASTRI JI: We will certainly look 
into all of your complaints and I assure you 
we will do it sincerely. We wish to satisfy 
you and also to keep Punjab united. That 
is our aim and let us thirk of means to that 
end. Regional Formula. of course, will be 
enforced fuliy. As foras all other matters 
are concerned, we will satisfy you, give us 
some time. 


SANT JI: To assure us of the enforc- 
ing of Regional Formula, which has remain- 
ed neglected so far, is insincere talk. Your 
assurance never goes beyond paper. So, now 
we can never be satisfied with anything less 
than Punjabi Suba. 


(It was 9.40 p.m. Santji asked per- 
mission for calling his two other colleagues 
in.) 


SHASTRI JI: Oh sure! You must. 


SANT JI: Budhiraja ! Will you please 
call S. Lachhman Singh Gill and S. Uttam 
Singh Duggal, in ? 


(Both of them joined the company). 
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SHASTRI JI : Santji! You argue 
like seasoned advocates. What I wish to 
point out is the fact that country is faced 
with serious problems and we must sur- 
mount them first of all. 


SANT JI: It is reason and logic 
which must guide us when we say some- 
thing. Do you think that we are just begg- 
ing ? Well, you tell me about your main 
objections and [ will suggest proper solution 
for them. You create Hariana State. That 
will be easier for youto do. You might not 
like to agree to our demand but you can 
surely grant what your brothers of Hariana 
demand. I'hus you can please your brothers 
and us too without any special effort. 
You yourself support negotiations and 
peaceful discussion to solve the problems, 
So our issue must as well be decided on the 
basis of reason and arguments. 


SHASTRI JI: Please accede to my 
request If you do it, all your colleagues 
will follow suit. 


(S. Lachman Singh Gill asserted that 
they would surely agree to what Santji said. 
Santji silenced him by saying that he was 
not a dictator that he might carry all of his 
points before the Working Committee. 


SANT JI: Shastriji! I have put my 
case before you and nowi.-is for you to see 
that justice is done to us. As regards my 
colleagues and their approval, I will explain 
everything tothem and doas they decide. 
To accept what you say is something not 
entirely in my power. But I am sure that the 
Sikh nation will never feel secure and satis- 


oS ada 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary 


40 


fied without Punjabi Suba. If you remain 
adamant, the Sikh nation will break all the 
restraints under which we are now keeping 
them. Already they are seething with rage 
against the injustices. 


NANDA JI: Peace and security is the 
need of the hour. The situation is very seri- 
ous. We are not at all afraid of Master Tara 
Singh’s threats. You are a pious man and 
you are pukka of your word. But we don’t 
have faith on anything that Masterji says. 


SHASTRI JI: (Moving his fingers) 
If Master dares to create trouble, we will 
crush him in five minutes. 
to you to please understand our problems. 


SANT JI: Shastri! You are a man 
with means and can crush me_ in seven 
minutes—I1 being a little stronger than Master 
ji. Why should you be worried then ? — 


(Shastriji and Nandaji felt embarrassd) 


SHASTRI JL: (feeling embarrassed) 
That is exactly what we don’t mean Santji! 
You have just given it another meaning. 
You are a pious, religious man and you 
deserve all our reverence and respect. 


SHASTRI JI: Kashmir problem is 
becoming serious. Paksstanis have infiltrat- 
edthere. We aretoo much worried. 
solicit your co-operation at this moment 
of panic. So, please, you must accept our 
request. 


SANT JI: Itis question of give and 
take. We can accept what you say provided 


you too accept something of what we say. , 
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But we appeal 4 


We © 


te 


Now tell me should I give the details of 
our meeting to my Working Committee ? 


NANDA. J1* Tthink we aust meet 
again to-morrow. 


SHASTRI JI: 


Let it be at five in the 
evening. 


_ SANT JE: All right in-the meanwhile 
you must give a serious thought to all the 
points raised before you, the only solution 
of which, of course, is Punjabi Suba. 


After this we came out. Shri Lal 
Bahadur Shastri, Shri Gulzari Lal Nanda 
and the Home Secretary also came out to 
pee off San¢ji. It was 10 at night. 


When we came out, we 
porters, but Santji told them only this 
mucb that the talks were held in most 
friendly atmostphere and that they will be 
continued the next day. Santji also inform- 
ed them that Punjabi Suba was the central 


issue discussed. , 


Second Meeting 


This time the persons accompanying 
Santji were S. Uttam Singh Duggal. Member 
of Rajya Sabha, S. Lachhman Singh Gill, 
Member Punjab Legishative Assembly and 
myself. We entered the hall which we had 
visited the previous day. ' 


Shri Gulzari La! Nanda, Shri Ram 
Krishan, Chief Minister of Punjab, S. 
Darbara Singh, Home Minister of Punjab 


, and the Secretary of Home affairs were 


present there. All of them welcomed Santji, 


were. 
surrounded by a large crowd of press re-- 


4] 
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and Santji seated himself on a couch and 
we On other seats. 


Darbara Singh took a position on 
the right hand of Santjiand Comrade Kam 
Krishan saton his left. Shri Nanda was 
sitting beside us. Santji remarked jocularly : 
“See, how the Punjab Government has 
besieged me, God protect me!’’ At this 
everybody hada hearty laugh. Ram Krishan 
wanted to talk to Santji but Santj: purposely 
but in a humourous tone said to Darbara 
Singh: You should fight for Punjabi Suba 
just as Subramanium stood for the cause of 
Madrasis and for that ead, he resigned 
from the Cabinet. Mr. Kamraj also extend- 


ed his support to the people of his State 


whole-heartedly.’ 


Darbara Singh had no word to say 
in answer to this. He smiled and got aside. 
While we were busy conversing on the topic, 
the Personnel Secretary of the. Prime 
Minister came to call Sant ji. Like the pre- 
vious day, on vur entering the P. M’s room 
we were received by the P. M., Home 
Minister and the Secretary for Home A ffairs. 
We all occupied our seats. ‘Shastriji initiat- 
ed the discussion. 


SHASTRI JI: We had free discussions 


yesterday and we have been thinking about’ 


your grievances. We have prepared a Note 
which Nandaji will read out to you. Nandaji 
handed over a three-page Note to Santji and 
its typed copies were distributed amongst 
us. The Note was read out for Santji. 


Meanwhile, the waiter came with soft 
drinks. The drinks were deep red in colour. 


‘ 
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Santji asked lightly, ‘‘What red coloured 
' liquid is this ? See that you are not committ- 
ing any crime !”” This made everybody laugh. 
Shastriji took Santji’s hand and said, This 
is Rooh-s-Afza--a drink which delights the 
soul. I am also, like you, allergic to the red 
drink’’. (And again everybody laughed). 


SANTJI: Nothing else but Punjabi 
Suba can delight my soul. Drinks like 
Rooh Afza cannot lift my soul. (Addressing 
Shastriji). If you want to satisfy me, you 
must accept our just, right and constitut- 
ional demand. 


SHASTRI JI: We want to satisfy you 
looking inte and dealing with your 
grievances first. The rest of the things will 
be done by and by. Give us sometime. (He 
asked again) Does this Note satisfy you ? 


by 


SANT JI: here is absolutely nothing 
substantial in this Note. Our chief objection 
is about your not conceding the demand for 
Punjabi Suba. The complaints have been 
made to enable you, to see hew the Sikhs 
‘ were being discriminated against. 


Santji ordered me in an angry tone: 
‘Get up, let us go. Let us not waste our 
time.” 


Shastriji holding Santji’s arm asked him 
in a thoughtful tone, ‘You look angry, I 
assure you that gradually everything will 
become all right. You are a saint and being 
one should remain calm. You should not 
‘take any unpleasant steps! Punjabi Suba is 
not a big thing, we value your life more. 


SANT Jl: If for my life, you care so 
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much, why don’t you concede our demand? 
You defeat it on the basis of logic or accept 
its principle. 


NANDA JI: Yoursis a constitutional 
demand, and stick to it but you may post- 
pone it in view of the present serious 


_ condition of country, 


SHASTRI JI: We do not ask you to 
give up the demand as such. You should 


arouse public opinion in favour of it. We, 
however request you to postpone the 
demand for the time being. 

SANT JI: This is not possible. We 


cannot postpone our demand. However, I 
shall put up the whole case before the Work- 
ing Committee. The Committee would think 
over it and whatever decision is arrived at, 
you will be intimated accordingly. 


SHASTRI JI: (Taking back the note 
from Santji, addressed Nandaji and said). 
Let us think a little more over the Note and 
add something to it. 


SANT JI: You will kindly permit us 
to go now. 


SHASTRI JI: (Holding Santji’s arm) 
You seem to be angry. I assure that every- 
thing will become all right, and you should 
believe me. 


SANT JI: Iam not; rather you have 
made me feel that way. If you want to see 
me cheerful give what I ask for; I shall go 
satisfied. Your not conceding our demand 
for a Punjabi Suba is bound to disturb us. 


NANDA JI: Santji, have faith in us: 
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we cannot choose to displease you. 


SHASTRI JI: Will you be here to- 
morrow. so that we may send this Note to 
you. € 


_ SANT JI: I may stay here to-morrow 
up to9 a.m. Permit us to go now. It is 
quite late already. 


We then came out. 


PRESS REPORTERS : 
been talked over ? 


What has 


SANT JI : Whatever we have discuss- 
ed, shall be placed before the Working 


Commitee. I shall look up to the Committee’ 


for a decision. 


(He refused to disclose the details of 


43 


the talk). 


PRESS REPORTERS: Do you feel 
satisfied. 


SANT JI: The talks took place ina 
pleasant atmosphere. About satisfaction I 
shall discuss with the Working Committee. 
My talks with the P.M. were onthe de- 
mand for a Pujabi Suba. 


The talks ended and we came back to 

our place. After dinner, Sant Ji ordered us 

“to leave for Amritsar. We had a station 

wagon and set off for Amritsar, the same 
night at 11.45 p.m. | 


(Translated from the original 
Punjabi pamphlet issued by 
$S.G.P.C. Amritsar 

—The Sikh Review, Dec, 1965.) 


—SFtoS— 
Grievances of Sikhs in Uttar Pradesh 
Sikh Pritinidh Board’s Memorandum 


A memorandum, listing the grievances of Sikhs in 
Uttar Pradesh, was recently submitted to President Radhakrishnan 
by Sardar Charan Singh Bhui, General Secretary of the U.P. . 


; Sikh Pritinidhi Beard. 


lt enumerates various instances of illegal and forcible 
eviction of Sikh settler in Uttar Pradesh and of illegal and dis- 
respect and discrimination against Sikh Shrines and institutions. 
The memorandum also demands that a Sikh should be nominated 
to the State Legislative Council and to the Intermediate Education 

_ Board, as was the practice hitherto. 


t 


1. Discrimination with the Sikh 


farmers specially in the Terai area of Uttar 
Pradesh. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary 


This is the text of the memorandum: 


After the partition of the ceuntry, a 
good number of Sikh farmers migrated to 
the Terai and Bhabar area of Uttar Pradesh 
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of their own accord as well as at the invita- 
tion of the Uttar Pradesh Government and 
they with their sweat of the brow converted 
the barren tracts of land and jungle into 
fertile fields. But it is our misfortune that 
the U. P. Government passed U. P, Public 
Land (Eviction and Recovery of Rent and 
Damages) Act to ride rough-shed over these 
farmers, who have contributed a great deal 
in the ‘grow more food campaign” of our 
country. It is the irony of fate for these far- 
mers that they are being forciblly evicted from 
their land-holding instead of getting any 
reward for their hard labour and sacrifice 
at the cost oftheir health and the risk of 
their life against the wild animals in an un- 
healthy climate. And above all, the worst 
sort of discrimination with the Sikhs, .a bolt 
from the blue, came from the Government 
when the whole Sikh agricultural class Rai 
Sikhs, Jat Sikks, Virk Sikhs, and Kamboh 
Sikhs, were unequivocally declared as 
“criminal tribes”. [he above sects of the 
Sikhs form above 80 percent population of 
the Sikhs community in our country and 
they are also 80. percent amongst the Sikhs 
in the Defence forces. As such, it will be 
sheer injustice on the part of the Govt. 
to call these sects of the Sikhs as criminals. 


The Sikh farmers of village Dhundar 
Maina-Jundi, Tehsil Sitarganj, District 
Nainital are being evicted to settle Muslims 
there. They are denied legal hearing even. 
in this area, Sikhs of Darah village are also 
being forcibly evicted. . 


In District Rampur, the Bilaspur 
police, with the help of goondus in large 
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numbér, on 18-11-65 raided Milkmandi; 
Nankar and Narkhera villages and looted 
the houses of Sikhs. They were mercilessly 
beaten. A little gir] of three years, Chinder 
daughter of S. Jarnail Singh,. was thrown 
on the ground by the police officer and the 
poor girl’s arm was broken. All the articles 
including the doors of the houses and the 
cattles were taken away. The houses at 
Milkmandi were set on fire and razed to the 
ground. The corps were destroyed. Nearby 


Sikh farmers were forced to pay Rs. 3,700/- 


Yet the Sikhs are arrested and another 
sixteen are challaned U/S 107/151. 


2. Sikh Shrines and other Sikh In- 
stitutions. 


The Sikhs are also hard hit by the 
discrimination and apathetic attitude of the 
Government in respect of shrines and other 
Sikh institutions. A few instances may be 
quoted below :— 


(a) Sri Guru Singh Sabha, Jatey 
Shanker, Gorakhpur, has been sealed for 
the last six years, although the case has been 
decided in the favour of the Gurdwara 
Prabandhak Committee, Gorakhpur, by 
the High Court. Further, the Kotwal and 
some other High officials are the root cause 
of the communal trouble there. 


(b) The Ahmedabad (Gujarat) Munici- 
pal Corporation has issued an astonishing 
notice to the Gurdwara and the school run 
by the Gurdwara Prem Sabha Akali Dal, 
Sarspur, to demolish the building as a 
matter of mere fancy to widden the road. 
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(c) Sri Guru Singh Sabha, Roorkee, 


to vacate the land where as Arya Samaj 
and Snatan Dharam Sabha have been allow- 


(d) Most of the cultivated land of 
Nanakmata Gurdwara in Nainital District 
was acquired for Nanak Sagar, a huge water 
reservoir of the Government., but all com- 


- pensation have not been paid so far. 


(e) A slaughter house has been opened 
in front of Gurdwara Nanakpuri Tanda, 
P. O. Daran, District Nainital. 


(f) No arrangemeents have been 
made for the safeguard of the land of the 
Gurdwara of Mathura from the river. 


(g) Sikhs of Renukoote District 
Mirzapur, are being denied the right to 
build a Gurdwara. 


(h) Restrictions were imposed on the 
use of loudspeaker at Gurdwara Ramnagar 
District Nainital, and some other places. 
Special instructions should be issued to the 
authorities not to interfere inthe places of 
worship. : 


(i) Sri Guru Nanak Shikshalaya, 
Lucknow, has deposited a sum Rs. 75,40(,/- 
in the Government Treasury, Lucknow in 
May 1959 under the order of the District 
Magistrate, Lucknow, for acquiring Chanda- 
pur House, Lucknow for the building of 
the Girls College after the Gazette Notificat- 
tion of the Governor of Uttar Fradesh. 
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The award, as submitted by the Land 
Aquisition Officer was approved by the 
Board of Revenue in October, 1963, but 
its declaration is being unduly delayed, 
because some persons with vested interest 
have approached the high ups of the Gov:. 
whereas we, being a minority Community 
and having no representative -in the Gov. 
cannot exercise any influence. It is very un- 
fair for the Government to stand in the way 
of justice and advancement of education. 


(j) Students are not being provided 
with facilities to study Punjabi in many 
schools, under three language Formula. 
There is no provision for Punjabi as subject 
in Degree and Master classes, which is great 
injustice. 


3. Representation of Sikh Minerity. 


Legislative Council Uttar Pradesh. 
The State of Uttar Pradesh is second to the 
Punjab where Sikhs are living in a large 
number and they are taking keen interest in 
the agricultural and industrial development 
of the State. But having been scattercd 
all over the State, they have no strong hold 
atany one place for purpose of winning 
seats in the elections. With this anomaly 
in view, it has beena convention with the 
Goverment to provide at least one seat to 
the Sikh minority in the Legislative Council 
on the recommendation of U. P. Sikh 
Pritinidhi Board, the sole representative and 
democatic body of the Uttar Pradesh Sikhs 
as it is composed of the representatives of 
allimportant religious, social, educational 
and cultural bodies of the Uttar Pradesh 
Sikhs. 


- 
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In 1956, Sardar Santokh Singh 
(Pilibhit) was nominated to the Legislative 
Council on the recommendation of the U.P. 
Sikh Pritinidhi Board. Then S. Inder Singh 
(Kanpur) and S. Balwant Singh (Bareilly), 
one after the other, were nominated to the 
Legislative Council. The term of S. Balwant 
Singh expired in May 1964 and since then 
no Sikh gentleman has been nominated to 
the Legislative Counil. This isa deliberate 
attempt of the Government to injure the 
interests of the Sikh minority though there 
was a practice to nominate M.L.C. from 
the panel recommended ty the U.P. Sikh 
Pritinidhi Board. 


(it) Board of High Schools and Inter- 
mediate Education U.P. 


Sub-section (2) of Section (3) of the 
Intermediate Education Aet. 1921 of Uttar 
Pradesh in respect of the Composition of 
the Board of High Schools and Intermediate 
Education, U.P. provides this ‘‘persons 
not more than 3 may be nominated by Pro- 
vincial Government to secure the represen- 
tation of minorities, not otherwise ade- 
quately represented” The hree years’ term 
of S. Kishan Singh (Dehra Dun), a nom- 
inated member of the Board, expired on the 
10th August, 1963. 


The U. P. Sikh Pritinidhi Board re- 
commended the name of Sardar Diwan 
Singh Randhawa (Lucknow) to the U. P. 
Govt. for nomination as a member of the 
Intermediate Education Board for the cur- 
rentterm. The Uttar Pradesh Government 
nominated three persons—one Muslim, one 
Christian and one Harijan—but strangely 
enough no Sikh gentleman was nominated 
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and, thus, the Sikh minority was not repre- 
sented at all. 


4, Gazetted Holidays, 


The Birthday of Sri Guru Gobind 
Singh Ji, Baisakhi (Birthday of the Khalsa) 
and the Martyrdom day of Guru Arjan 
Dev Ji and Guru Teg Bahadur Ji should be 
declared by State and Union Government 
as Gazetted Holidays. 


5. High-Handedness of Police. 


The Police in many cases without 
least regardto the religious symbols and 
sentiments of the Sikhs, specially in the 
rural areas, have been discriminatory, cruel 
and tyrannical to them. Several cases are 
reported from time to time, where the Sikhs 
in jails and police-custody are forced to take 
off their turbans and their hairs are pulled 
up, thereby injuring their religious fellings. 
Drona, Dy. Superintendent of Police posted 
at Rudrapur in Nainital District, is noted 
for cruel and discriminatory treatment with 
the Sikh farmers of Terai area of Uttar 
Pradesh and for injuring their religious 
feelings. Dr. Mohan Singh of Gaddarpur, 
District Nainital, was beaten by some mis- 
creants but the police refused to lodge the 
report even. 


In the end, I am pained to bring to 
your notice that it has been the practice of 
Uttar Pradesh Goverment authorities that 
they neither acknowledge nor reply the 
letters addressed to them. May we now 
hope that the Government will sympatheti- 
cally look into and redress our grievances 


™ and encourage us to put in greater efforts 


for strengthening the defence of the country. 
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Resolution protesting the police raid on Sikh 
fa: villagers in P.S. Bilaspur (Rampur) U. P. 


The Executive Committee of the U. P. Sikh Pritinidh Board, 
Lucknow, in its meeting dated January 350, 1966, after going 


un f through the enquiry report of its representative in the Police 
the raid on 18-11-1965, on innocent women and children of village 
Gun. Milk Mandi, Nankar and Narkhera, P.S. Bilaspur, District 
hie Rampur, U. P., looting, burning and demolishing the houses of 
Gott those who were already in Police custody molesting the 


women folk and breaking the arm of an innocent girl of 3 years 

and strongly condemned the actionof Police andthe yielding 
i to the culprits by the higher authorities. 
es 
moh 
aly t 
ton, 
Cis 


The meeting demands Judicial probe after suspending the 
Police officials and complete change ever the staff at 
District level. The meeting also assured the in-habitants of 
the follow up action. 


el SURINDER SINGH 

ced 4th February, 1966. Secretary, 

at! U. P, Sikh Pritinidh Board, Gurdwara Road, Lucknow 
i fd 

hie 


i An OO. S. Call 


<~© Memorandum on Sikh case in Rajasthan 


th 


adds In their General Meeting, held in discrimination against them perhaps has 
ont Gurdwara Sri Guru Singh Sabha, Sri Ganga get no substance. Herewith are some facts 
lod Nagar, on Monday the 23 rd. August 1965, which must provide some food for thought 

the District Akali Jatha has unanimously on this score to such honestly responsible 
We decided to submit the following Memoran- elements, 


dum to Sri Guizari Lal Nanda, Home 


Minister, Govt. of India, New Dehli, for 1. Non-Application of 3 Language Formuta 
favour of perusal and prompt removal of 


acl 
rite 
ep 


Sikh grievances, in this district in particular Application of 3 Language Formula 
r and in Rajasthan State in general. vis-a-vis Punjabi in this district in particuler 
np and rest of the State whereever there is ii 
rit Itis sometime believed by responsible sizeable Punjabi population and a demand 
¢# people that the Sikh camour regarding is made for it. 


e CO 
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The State Government has hitherto 
ignored to pay any attention to this most 
legitimate demand of Punjabis, more particu- 
larly the Sikhs, the pioneers of their tongue 
Punjabi and ‘Punjabi-ism’ is denied to them. 


2 Withdrawal of Landed Gifts 
To Village Gurdwaras 


Restoration of land gifts—5 bighas 
each in Colony Settlement (Chak) of Gang 
Canal Colony to village religious places. 
This gift was made by the illustrious late 
Maharaja Ganga Singh of Bikaner on the 
model of Maharaja Ranjit Singh and other 
benevolent rulers, for maintenance of the 
village religious places at the time of setting 
up this colony. No other past Govern- 
ments including the British, confiscated 
such free gifts to religious places. But the 
Congress Government of the State i.e. our 
own peoples Govt. has withdrawn these 
gifts. 


3. Discriminatory Ceilling System 


Reconsideration and revision of novel 
scheme applying system of Ceiling on agri- 
cultural lands in Rajasthan vis-a-vis Gang 
Canal Colony in such a way as may parti- 
cularly hit the Sikh farmers. In this context 
it may be noted that:- 


(a) In the first instance no statutary 
ceiling system needs be applied to such 
lands as have been actually purchased from 
the Government in cash, because the same 
are not benevolent jagirs or gifts granted 
by any Government. Otherwise, it would be 
a case of simple confiscation in contrast to 
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limitless possession of properties in the 
urban areas and by big commercial com- 
bines. 


(b) Secondly the Punjabi buyers, 
with their ceaseless toil and labour, have 
developed and in many cases increased their 
holdings froma scratch, with their own 
resources without any Government help. 
Unless a law governing the limits of private 
properties is uniformly applied, why should 
a sledge hammer fall exclusively on farmers 
alone ? 


(c) Thirdly the yard stick fixed for 
measuring ceiling standard in the State is 
discriminatory against venturesome and 
resourceful Punjabi settlers, mostly Sikhs, 
in the Gang Ganal Colony. 


To measure a ceiling of 30 standard 
acres per owner, a piece of land which pro- 
duces 10 maunds of wheat or of any other 


crop value of which is equivalent to that of 10 


maunds of wheat, is taken to be a unit acre. 
An average Sikh farmer, with his inherent 
resourcefulness and painstaking capacity, 
produces 15 to 20 maunds of wheat per bigha 
of less than 6 kanals (a standard acre 
normally is of 8 kanals) from his land. Local 
Rajasthanis in the colony, who have learnt 
the art of better farming to an extent from 
their Punjabi Sikh counterparts, are still 
producing much less than them. And in non- 
colony areas, most of which are likely to 
be under canal irrigation within another 
decade or so, 10 maunds worth of wheat, 
in the form of inferior crops like bajri, 
charri, guar. etc. is produced from or less, 
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’ 10 times the agricultural land unit as com- 


pared with the Gang Canal Sikh Peasant 
Coloniser. Thus, as aresult of this yard- 
stick for fixing 30 acre ceiling in the State 
holdings of Sikh farmers will considerably, 
shrink, as compared with those of local 
Rajasthani agriculturists. Besides such a 
malicious discriminatory system of fixing 
ceiling, there are two other sinister aspects 
for assessing the discriminatory, harmful 
effects against the Punjabi, mostly Sikhs 
agricultural settlers, in the same context. 


(l) The irrigation facilities are pro- 
vided for only 60% of the area under canal 
irrigation in the colony but for purposes of 
calculating ceilings, the whole 100 percent 
of area is taken into account i.e. including 
the remaining 40 percent as well, which is 
virtually left barren or fallow during every 
year. (ii) Compensation for surplus hold- 
ings, over and above ceiling limits is fixed 
at 20 times than annual land revenue, which 
works out to be approximately Rs. 1,000/- 
per square (of sixteen and half standard 
acres). This is payable to the owner concern- 
ed in 10 six monthly equal instalments i. e. in 
5 years. Normally a square of land is sold at 
Rs. 2 ',°00/- to 3,0000/ in the open market. 


Hence this is the punishment for 


better agricultural endeavour and grow 


more food efforts of the Sikh farmer in this 


State, similar to the all fate of the Sikh 
coloniser of Tarai tract in U.P. And still 


the Government is making a great hypocaltie 
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hulla-bulloo about suicidal foodgrain deficits 
every year in the country and huge berrow- 
ings at exorbitant rates from U.S. A. and 
other foreign countries. In contrast to this 
crocodile shedding of tears at these deficits, 
they, at home, are rather punishing the 
people who are competent to produce much 
more in case they are properly and 
adequately patronised in place of penalising 
them through various malicious devices. 


iv. Barring Sikhs From Purchase 
Of Agricultural Lands. 


An impartial high level’ probe into 
secret instructions of the State Government 
to all the responsible revenue officials in the 
districts and divisions of Rajasthan, in the 
Canal irrigation project areas to bar Sikh 
farmers from acquiring agricultural lands 
therein is solicited. 


v. Gurdwara v/s Temples 


Discriminatory treatment meted cut 
to Sikhs in the matter of Gurdwaras, i in cone. 
trast to majority Community’s temples etc. 
in towns like Hanumangarh Junction and 
Hanumangarh Town, Ganganagar, Mandi 
Pilibangan etc. In the Gananagar District 
is worth enquiring into. Hurdles have been 
created in the construction of Gurdwara on 
its own purchased site at the historic place 
of Sahwa Singh, sacred to the memory of 
Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji, in the Taranagar 
Tehsil of Guru District. 


vi. Stoppage of Sikh Representation 
in Vidhan Sabha 


The new malicious device of the Govt. 
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in eliminating all chances of contest and 

representation of Sikhs in the State Vidhan 

Sabha in the new delimitation scheme of 

the Vidhan Sabha constituencies by convert- 
ing all the hitherto three contiguous pre- 
dominantly Sikh populated general consti- 
tuencies (Nos. 161, 163 and 164) into Reserve 
ones in the district is tantamount to forcibly 

silencing them against all acts of injustice 

and high handedness (Ref. to Rajasthan 

Gazette of Aug. 4, 1965). 


Two of the additional 4 reserve seats 
have been unjustifiably dumped on the 
above noted three contiguous constituencies 
(Nos. 161, 163 & 164) which comprise a 
small speck of predominantly Sikh popula- 
tion area in this district as compared with 
25 other vast districts of the state. 


In these 3 constituencies the Schedule 
Caste and Schedule Tribes population is 
(approximately) 1,75,000 i.e. a block each 
of about 58,000 Harijans etc. is allotted a 
Vidhan Sabha seat, where as from pre- 
dominantly local Bagri areas of 4 tehsils of 
Hanumangarh, Nohar, Bhadra and Surat- 
garh inthe District, with a population of 
about 1,24,000 Harijans etc. even the pre- 
vious single reserve seat has been also 
shifted to 5 tehsils of Sri Karanpur, Rai- 
singhnagar, Padampur, Anupgarh and 
Ganganagar. 


It may as well be noted whereas 
a block each of 58,000 Hrijans in the afore- 
said predominantly Sikh areas has been fav- 
oured with a reserve seats (to accommodate 
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two of the four additional reserve seats in 
the whole of Rajasthan of 26 districts.) 
some districts with more than double this 
Harijan block population (of 58,600) are 
not allotted any additionai Reserve seat. 
For example, Pali and Bhartpur Districts 
are such instances. 


N. B. Population figures quoted 
above have been taken from 1961 Census 
Report published by the Superintendent of 
Census Operations, Rajasthan Govt. 


Thus it is clear that the Government 
has gone out of its way to eliminate all 
future chances of Sikh representation in 
the State’s Vidhan Sabha, not to speak of 
making any special accommodation to an 
important minority as per declared policy 
of the Congress. 


In this context this is also worth 
noting that, as already said the Sikh 
farmer has hiherto contributed a lion’s 
Share in making this district the most pro- 
sperous in whole of Rajasthan and the 
whole of India and thus his stakes in the 
district are enormous. As a positive proof of 


‘this prosperity, whereas increase in popula- 
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tion in purely local Bagri districts like Churu 
and Bikaner during the last four decades 
has been above 27 percent, in Ganganagar 
district, it is over 64 percent (refer to 1961, 
Census Report of Rajasthan). 


vii Unjust Application Of Abelition 
Of Jagir Act. 


To Lands purchased by Sikh Farmer ete. 


The Rajasthan Government made an 


unjustifiable application ef its 1959 Abolit- 


ion of Beswedari and Zamindai Act to the 
lands actually purchased in the Gang Canal 
Colony as well, mostly by the Sikh farmers, 
and invited by the late illustrious Maharaja 
Ganga Singh of Bikaner in early twenties. It 
was done early in 1960. The people raised 
a strong voice against this gross injustice. 
Otherwise it wasa violation of sanctity of 
Government contract with people. As a 
result the Rajasthan Government thought it 
expedient to lie low then, and sleep over 
their unjust action without cancelling their 
decision. 


Out of natural human complacency 
therefore there have been, as_ hitherto, 
unencumbered countless sale and purchase 
operations of land at prevailing market rates 
of Rs. 25,000/- to 30,000/ per square all these 
four and half years Regular registration 
deeds have continued to be recorded by the 
Government Registration offices. 


Andlo! after about four and half 
years, one fine merning late in June last, 
our benign Government of Rajasthan, 
announced a decision that all these sale and 
purchase deeds, ever since early 1960, are 
null and void. The plea given is that as after 
application of Beswedariand Zamindari Act, 
the Gang Canal Colony area as well in Feb. 
1960, rights of ownership on all colony lands 
also vest in the Government, and as such 
sellers and buyers have been guilty of 
exercising rights which did not belong to 
them. All such transfers in revenue records 
are going to be- made null and void if the 
same were effected in any case. 
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Now all such costly deals spreading 
over more than last four and half years, 
regularly registered, involve serveral crores 
of rupees and have changed quite a few hands 
during this interval. And registration records 
will bear out that 99 percent of sellers and 
buyers so involved are Sikhs. Now processes 
of ejectment are under way. 


Could any other instance of official 
callousness against a particular section of 
people could improve upon this action of 
Rajasthan Government? If the Government 
was earnest in this matter, could they not 
stop registration deeds at their registration 
offices right at the start in 1960? And have 
they not violated the sanctity of people's 
contract with a Government whether it was 
late Maharaja Ganga Singh’s Government or 
any other Government ? 


viii. Discriminatory Penal Transfers Of 
Sikh Government Employees 


from their home districts to far flung 
uncomfortable parts of Rajasthan. 


This is a matter of high level policy 
of the Rajasthan Government not to allow 
their Sikh employees to work in their home 
districts, more particularly those belonging 
to Ganganagar district. Non-Sikhs, more 
particularly, in the case of majority commu- 
nity, any such rule or practice is not only 
relaxed at their choice but also all kinds of 
non-Sikh outside employees, more often 
than not, are, if they so desire, accommo- 
dated in Gang Canal colony areas in order 
to be in a-position to avail themselves of the 
prosperous conditions here. 
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ix. Anti-Sikh Treatment With Sikh 
Prisoners and Under Trials 


In the State, Sikh prisoners and 
under trials are subjected to such humilat- 
ing anti Sikh treatment as. injures their 
religious susceptibilities. They are made to 
eat from such fellow prisoners’ hands in the 
common kitchen as have got live cigarettes 
in their hands, They are not regularly pro- 
vided with soap and other washing material 
to wash and keep their ‘‘ keshas’’ clean. 
Police officials often oblige Sikh suspects to 
put off their turbans and shoes and put the 
Same at the latters’ shoes at the time of 
investigation. sometime sacrelige is offered 
by petty jail official to religious literature 
in the possession of Sikh prisoners or under 
trial. Adequate supply of “Kachhas” and 
turbans are not made to them. 


x. Taunting Sikhs Wearing Kirpans 
and Blue (Akali) Turbans By Responsi- 
ble Officers Of The State. 


It is a fact that some times even 
highly responsible officers of State Govt. 


' taunt the Sikhs in their very courts in a very 


petty way. 


Sometime back Shri Sardar Singh 
S. D. M. in his court at Sri Karanpur (now 
transfered from there) taunted S. Kasbmira 
Singh, Jathedar Akali Jatha, for wearing 
bule (Akali) turban and Kirpan, being 
symbols of commuanlism he said and that 
he would cancel arms licenses of all Sikhs 
in his jurisdiction. Such taunts and irres- 
ponsible remarks are indicxtive of an under- 
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current of a general hatred against Sikhs in 
the minds of Government machinery. 


It is sure that all such foregoing 
instances of discrimination. disabilities and 
callous indifference against Sikh interests in 
the State, have been practised because of 
there being no representation of Sikh in- 
terests in the State’s Cabinet. And now 
that all chances of any Sikh even contesting 
a Vidhan Sabha seat are sought to be eli- 
minated in the new delimitation Scheme 
(vide para vi above), all round Sikh interests 
in the State suffer all the more. 


Itis requested therefore this memo- 
randum must be taken as an S. O.S. call 
by Sikh residents of Rajasthan State by all 
concerned to stem the process of their total 
descrimation in the state in the near future. 


Certified to be a true copy of the Original 
recorded in the Jatha’s proceedings register. 


= 


Sd/- Sd/- 
Kashmira Singh & Arjan Singh 
President 


General Secretary 
Ganganegar Distt. 
Akali Jatha, 
Gurdwara Sri Guru 
Singh Sabha, 

Sri Ganganagar. 
(Rajasthan) 

30 8 65 


Ganganagar Distt. 
Akali Jatha, 
Gurdwara Sri Guru 
Singh Sabha, 

Sri Ganganagar. 
(Rajasthan) 
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